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PK-2 READING 

Narrative Descr ipt ion (please describe the curriculum, programming, instruction, and interventions available at 
this level in narrative form) 
 
 
 
L ist of Strengths (such as instruction, curriculum 
materials, clear expectations, curriculum documents, 
assessments, collaboration, results, interventions and 
assistance, specific programming, home/school 
collaboration) 
      

 

L ist of what Needs Upgrading (such as instruction, 
student expectations, professional development, 
curriculum materials, interventions and assistance, 
clearer expectations, more/better local assessments, 
more accountability, clearer curriculum documents, 
home/school collaboration etc.) 
      

How do you know?  L ist specif ic data from M EAs, local assessments, anecdotal data, survey data, etc.  Attach 
charts if necessary. 
      
 
 

PK-2 WRITI NG 
Narrative Descr ipt ion (please describe the curriculum, programming, instruction, and interventions available at 
this level in narrative form) 
      
 
L ist of Strengths (such as instruction, curriculum 
materials, clear expectations, curriculum documents, 
assessments, collaboration, results, interventions and 
assistance, specific programming, home/school 
collaboration) 
      

 

L ist of what Needs Upgrading (such as instruction, 
student expectations, professional development, 
curriculum materials, interventions and assistance, 
clearer expectations, more/better local assessments, 
more accountability, clearer curriculum documents, 
home/school collaboration etc.) 
      

How do you know?  L ist specif ic data from M EAs, local assessments, anecdotal data, survey data, etc.  Attach 
charts if necessary. 
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3-5 READING 
Narrative Descr ipt ion (please describe the curriculum, programming, instruction, and interventions available at 
this level in narrative form) 
      
 
L ist of Strengths (such as instruction, curriculum 
materials, clear expectations, curriculum documents, 
assessments, collaboration, results, interventions and 
assistance, specific programming, home/school 
collaboration) 
      

 

L ist of what Needs Upgrading (such as instruction, 
student expectations, professional development, 
curriculum materials, interventions and assistance, 
clearer expectations, more/better local assessments, 
more accountability, clearer curriculum documents, 
home/school collaboration etc.) 
      

How do you know?  L ist specif ic data from M EAs, local assessments, anecdotal data, survey data, etc.  Attach 
charts if necessary. 
      
 

 
3-5 WRITI NG 

Narrative Descr ipt ion (please describe the curriculum, programming, instruction, and interventions available at 
this level in narrative form) 
      
 
L ist of Strengths (such as instruction, curriculum 
materials, clear expectations, curriculum documents, 
assessments, collaboration, results, interventions and 
assistance, specific programming, home/school 
collaboration) 
      

 

L ist of what Needs Upgrading (such as instruction, 
student expectations, professional development, 
curriculum materials, interventions and assistance, 
clearer expectations, more/better local assessments, 
more accountability, clearer curriculum documents, 
home/school collaboration etc.) 
      

How do you know?  L ist specif ic data from M EAs, local assessments, anecdotal data, survey data, etc.  Attach 
charts if necessary. 
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6-8 READING 
Narrative Descr ipt ion (please describe the curriculum, programming, instruction, and interventions available at 
this level in narrative form) 
      
 
L ist of Strengths (such as instruction, curriculum 
materials, clear expectations, curriculum documents, 
assessments, collaboration, results, interventions and 
assistance, specific programming, home/school 
collaboration) 
      

 

L ist of what Needs Upgrading (such as instruction, 
student expectations, professional development, 
curriculum materials, interventions and assistance, 
clearer expectations, more/better local assessments, 
more accountability, clearer curriculum documents, 
home/school collaboration etc.) 
      

How do you know?  L ist specif ic data from M EAs, local assessments, anecdotal data, survey data, etc.  Attach 
charts if necessary. 
      
 

 
6-8 WRITI NG 

Narrative Descr ipt ion (please describe the curriculum, programming, instruction, and interventions available at 
this level in narrative form) 
      
 
L ist of Strengths (such as instruction, curriculum 
materials, clear expectations, curriculum documents, 
assessments, collaboration, results, interventions and 
assistance, specific programming, home/school 
collaboration) 
      

 

L ist of what Needs Upgrading (such as instruction, 
student expectations, professional development, 
curriculum materials, interventions and assistance, 
clearer expectations, more/better local assessments, 
more accountability, clearer curriculum documents, 
home/school collaboration etc.) 
      

How do you know?  L ist specif ic data from M EAs, local assessments, anecdotal data, survey data, etc.  Attach 
charts if necessary. 
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9-12 READING 
Narrative Descr ipt ion (please describe the curriculum, programming, instruction, and interventions available at 
this level in narrative form) 
     The GAHS English program is unified in focus and execution with goals set forth by Maine's LR and then fine 
tuned by the faculty's creative design. Common syllabi reflect this unity. Four years of English are required, the first 
three of which are prescribed; in the last year, students may choose from electives.  In the freshman and sophomore 
years, there are two levels from which students may choose: regular (or "Academic") English and Honors English.  
("Essential English" is available for students grades 9-12 whose IEP's stipulate a Special Education level of 
instruction.)  In the junior year, students may choose from Academic or Advanced Placement English Language and 
Composition.  (The AP courses are inclusive and have no screening mechanism for entrance.)  As seniors they may 
elect from the following list: Applied Communications, British Literature, Expository Writing, and Advanced 
Placement English Literature and Composition.)   
     In addition to the required courses listed above, students may elect to take Journalism, Theatre Arts, SAT Prep, 
Philosophy, Public Speaking, Film Studies, and For Shakespeare Lovers Only, and Creative Writing.  These courses 
do not count toward the 4-year English requirement. 
     The department is committed to a combination of canonical works of literature supplemented by students'  self-
selected reading.  Titles in comon include the following: Romeo & Juliet (Grade 9); Animal Farm, Macbeth, Antigone, 
and To Kill a Mockingbird (Grade 10); The Crucible and The Great Gatsby (Grade 11).  Classroom libraries and the 
GAHS Media Center offer opportunities for students to find free-choice books. 
     Pedagogy varies among members of the department, but all teachers support varied instruction including small 
and large group work, lecture, processed and on-demand writing, research as a tool for learning, Sustained Silent 
Reading, oral presentations, project-based learning, direct instruction, and peer-to-peer learning. 
    Interventions for at-risk students include an Educational Technician available as needed in the classroom and also 
available to students during their study halls and during Advisor time.  Assigned Tutorials also provide students with 
a place and time to complete required work with the opportunity for one-on-one help from a certified English 
teacher.  Extended Day Detentions are a third-level intervention to give a final opportunity to complete assignments. 
In addition to these formal supports, teachers work with students during study halls, lunch, and before/after school.  
(Wherever possible, struggling students are assigned a study hall with their English teacher and/or recommended to 
the English Dept. Ed Tech.) 
 
L ist of Strengths (such as instruction, curriculum 
materials, clear expectations, curriculum documents, 
assessments, collaboration, results, interventions and 
assistance, specific programming, home/school 
collaboration) 
1. Department unity in curriculum yet diversity in 
approach and style-- strong collaborative spirit 
supported by common planning period 
2.  "Revision is our business."  Openness to 
improvements in curriculum which models for students 
reflection on work of all kinds. 
3.  Requested major textbooks are made available to 
teachers through the budget process. 
4. Interventions are effective 
5.  Common syllabi are complete for 1997 MLR 
alignment 
6.  Common assessments are "living" documents that 
change as better ideas arise.  Teachers and students 
both enjoy the projects/assignments. 
7.  Good selection of electives 
8.  Mix of required and free-choice reading 
9.  Honors/AP track is excellent 
10.  Co-curricular opportunities: Lit Fest, Poetry Night, 
field trips to plays and  literary locations, e.g. Salem. 
11. Student successes post-high school: graduation 
from top-tier schools,  
12.  Strong teacher support of students' potential in 
post-secondary study in the Humanities 
13.  Transparent grading with complete information 
available to parents online, plus multiple mailed 
communications with parents about their child's 
progress 

L ist of what Needs Upgrading (such as instruction, 
student expectations, professional development, 
curriculum materials, interventions and assistance, 
clearer expectations, more/better local assessments, 
more accountability, clearer curriculum documents, 
home/school collaboration etc.) 
1. TIME NEEDED FOR THOUGHTFUL USE OF STANDARDS BASED 

GRADING AND ASSESSMENT OF WORK HABITS.   
2. TIME NEEDED FOR REALIGNMENT OF MLR WITH OUR 

CURRICULUM 
3.  CLASSROOM LIBRARIES NEED EXPANSION 
4.  MORE SKILLED ED TECHS SIMILAR TO SK TO SUPPORT THE 

AT-RISK POPULATION 
5.  COMMON SYLLABI ARE NOT ALIGNED TO 2007 MLR 
6.  MORE TIME NEEDED FOR REVISION OF COMMON 

ASSESSMENTS TO ALIGN THEM WITH THE 2007 MLR.   
7. BETTER USE OF STUDY HALL TIME TO SUPPORT STRUGGLING 

ELA STUDENTS 
8.  MORE OPPORTUNITY FOR MS/HS ELA TEACHERS TO 

TALK 
9. BETTER OR MORE EFFECTIVE CONNECTION WITH PARENTS 
10. TIME ALLOWED FOR MAKING CONTACT WITH PARENTS 
 11. A WAY TO DEAL WITH MISUSE OF ELECTRONIC MEDIA 

(SPARKNOTES, SURFING INTERNET INSTEAD OF WRITING, ETC.) 
12. 
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14.  Grades now mre accurately reflect their academic 
skills 
 

 
How do you know?  L ist specif ic data from M EAs, local assessments, anecdotal data, survey data, etc.  Attach 
charts if necessary. 
¥SAT SCORES ARE LOWER THAN WE WOULD LIKE THEM TO BE.   
¥DATA ABOUT POST-SECONDARY EXPERIENCES: WE WONDER ABOUT THE PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS WHO DO NOT GO ON TO 

COLLEGE OR WHO GO TO COLLEGE AND DO NOT FINISH.  WHAT PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS GRADUATE FROM A 2- OR 4-YEAR POST-
SECONDARY EXPERIENCE? 
¥DO WE KNOW THE PERCENTAGE OF KIDS THAT MEET THE STANDARDS FOR OUR ASSESSMENTS? 
¥DELIA STORIES? 
3. RESEARCH SAYS THAT A GOOD CLASSROOM LIBRARY IS A COLLECTION OF 1000 ROTATED BOOKS.  AT BEST, THERE ARE 

APPROXIMATELY TWENTY FREE READ BOOKS IN A CLASSROOM.  WE ARE NOT ABLE TO PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH THE NEW, GOOD 

TITLES THEY WANT. 
¥THE PERCENTAGE OF BOYS TAKING HONORS AND AP ENGLISH IS LOW.  THIS IS STATISTICALLY RELEVANT. 
¥SRI SCORES DEMONSTRATE THAT WE HAVE STRUGGLING READERS IN THE HIGH SCHOOL. 
7.  STUDY HALL WORK ETHIC AND WORK COMPLETION ARE LOW. 
12.  SUSPECTED AND/OR PROVEN PLAGIARISM ISSUES ARE BECOMING ROUTINE PROBLEMS.  PARENTS DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE 

¥LINE BETWEEN USING SECONDARY SOURCES APPROPRIATELY AND PLAGIARIZING. 
¥ELA STUDENT SURVEY 
¥SAT PREPARATION CLASS SHOULD BE MANDATORY FOR ALL SOPHOMORES/FIRST SEMESTER JUNIORS (THIS IS OUR HIGH STAKES 

TEST -- WE NEED TO ENSURE THAT OUR KIDS ARE PREPARED) 
 
 

 
9-12 WRITI NG 

Narrative Descr ipt ion (please describe the curriculum, programming, instruction, and interventions available at 
this level in narrative form) 
      
 
L ist of Strengths (such as instruction, curriculum 
materials, clear expectations, curriculum documents, 
assessments, collaboration, results, interventions and 
assistance, specific programming, home/school 
collaboration) 
      

 

L ist of what Needs Upgrading (such as instruction, 
student expectations, professional development, 
curriculum materials, interventions and assistance, 
clearer expectations, more/better local assessments, 
more accountability, clearer curriculum documents, 
home/school collaboration etc.) 
      

How do you know?  L ist specif ic data from M EAs, local assessments, anecdotal data, survey data, etc.  Attach 
charts if necessary. 
      
 

 
 


