Make a Classroom Webpage Using FirstClass

Terry McGuire 2008
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 Login to your FirstClass account.
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 File, open, web publishing.
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 Click the “New Web Page” icon.

1. Make a “Welcome” Page

Making a web page in FirstClass is much like using a word processor. You can choose from a variety of fonts, font sizes, font colors, etc. You also have control over the alignment of your images and text. Images can be added in 2 ways: 1st – drag and drop the image where you want it to be. 2nd – use the “Insert” drop down. Tables can also be inserted onto pages.

To Begin:
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Click the “Welcome” icon.
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Welcome page content suggestions:

Teacher name, email address, and phone extension.

School address, phone, and fax number.

Any other basic information you want your readers to know.

After you are done working on the content of your page, press the “Save and Close” icon.
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There are 15 different Web Skin Looks you can choose from. You can also customize the look of your site and pages. To explore these “skins”, click the 
“Appearance” button at the top of the window while the name of your page is highlighted. 
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“View in Browser” will let you view what your page will look like on the web.


2. Make a New “About Me” Page
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Click the “New Web Page” icon.

Choose “About Me”

Replace the template information with your own.

To insert an image, place your cursor where you want the image to be. Drag the image onto your webpage. You can resize your image by highlighting the image, and then press the “Original Size” button. Choose the size you want your image to be. You can also arrange text location in respect to the image by using the “Inline xxx” drop down.

[image: image9.png]ODC|PB/ Uw[EE|L Z §|DF

nine Center_1%) ( Original Sze_1%) ( Format... )
K --

- T =
Changes the imzﬁsize. About





Press “Save and Close” when you are done. 

Again, choose your “skin”.

3. A “Listing Folder” can be used to display a list of any sort of file, such as pictures, homework documents, etc. 
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To make a listing file, click the “New Web Page” icon. Select “Listing Folder”. Highlight the name of the listing folder once, then go up to the file menu, scroll down and select “Get Info”. Change the name of your listing folder to describe the contents. Example: Maine Animal Info. Now, open the new folder by clicking on it twice.
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Upload whatever you would like by clicking on the “Upload” icon, then navigating and choosing files you want to list.

Select the “web skin” you want, then close the window. Click on “View in Browser” to see what your page will look like.

Making a “Listing Folder” using images is useful and easy. Here is how.

Highlight the “Web Publishing” icon. 

New Web Page

Listing Folder

Set the appearance of your new folder

File, get info, then change the name of your new folder.

Add your images to your new “Listing Folder”.

Notice there are no small images (thumbnails) showing? To change this, click in the white space under the names of your photos – then right click (hold the ctrl key down and click). Scroll down and choose “Select Fields”.  
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Scroll down to highlight “thumbnail”, click add.
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Press the “Move Up” button to put the thumbnail at the top. Press “OK”.
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4. Web Calendar

You can have one or more calendars. Example: one calendar for class trips, another for all other classroom activities/functions.

To begin, click on the Web Publishing icon.

New Web Page

Calendar

Double click on any cell to add an event, and then fill out pertinent information.

5. Podcasts

Audio or video clips can be added easily to a Podcast page in FirstClass.

Click on the Web Publishing icon.

New Web Page

Podcast

As always, make sure your Appearance matches the rest of your site.

Select your new Podcast, then “Edit Podcast Details”. Name podcast.
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Click on “New Episode”

Because FirstClass supports RSS – be sure to complete the info about your Podcast or Videocast.
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Creating a podcast episode is easy. Just follow these three steps.
1 Drag and drop an audio or video file onto this form, or create your own content by dlicking Record Episode.

2 Fillin the felds below. Fields with an asterisk are mandatory.

3 Clicksave. * To Podcast:
“Title: ‘Animals We Saw Subitle: Maine Animals
“Author: Jane Doe Summary:

Search keywords

Content description: | Content is Clean/Family Safe.

1. Fill in *Fields
) 2. Press “Record Episode’
. Press the circle once.

4. Record message
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Save





You can drag and drop sounds as well as movies into the area below “record episode”, then press save.

6. Web Folders
Web Folders don’t show on your website, but the pages inside the folders do show. A perfect use for a Web Folder is a series of web links.

Highlight “Web Publishing”

New Web Page

Web Folder

File, Get Info – Rename the folder with something that represents the content of the folder.

Appearance – select the desired look for your page.

Open Bookmarks in web browser

Drag and drop them onto your page, one by one.

7. Hiding Pages From Visitors

Highlight the page

Control, click, select “Approve”. When in italics, the web page will not be visible. Control, click, select “Approve” again to make the page appear.

To change the order of your pages, drag and drop the page where you want it moved.

Excellent Training Video:
http://www.user.firstclass.com/%7Eslynch/FOV13-00262A7B/FOV13-002479D8/
Why Every Teacher Needs A Web Page:
http://www.edutopia.org/classroom-web-page
PAGE  
1

