


VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS

2 MSAD #11     A Celebration of Our Achievements     2009-2010

T he Maine Art  Educat ion Associat ion award-
ed Shal imar  Poul in ,  Gardiner  Area  High 

S chool  Art  Teacher,  2009’s  teacher  of  the  year 
recognit ion.  She was  recognized for  her  work 
with s tudents ,  as  wel l  as  her  work in  local  and 
state  ar t  educat ion.

Shal imar  has  been working with Arg y Nestor, 
Depar tment  of  Educat ion Visual  And Per form-
ing Arts  Specia l i s t ,  concerning future  gradua-
t ion requirements  and statewide sy l labus  wr it-
ing.  O ver  the  past  several  years  her  e f for ts  have 
been integral  with  the  Maine Art  Educat ion As-
sociat ion working on the  planning board,  the 
Kennebec  Region Art  Educators  Gather ings ,  the 
annual  Maine Art  Educators  Associat ion work-
shop at  Haystack,  and the  s tudent  ar t  display  for 
Student  Art  Month at  the  Por t land Museum of 
Art ,  as  wel l  as  the  newsletter  editor  and trea-
surer. 

Her  sense  of  humor l ightens  the  load of  de-
par tment  meet ings  and makes  work more fun.

G ardiner  Area Hig h S cho ol  ar t  teachers 
Shalimar Pou lin,  Maine Ar t  E duc ation As-
s o ciation’s  2009 Teacher  of  the  Year,  and 
C her y l  Herr-R ains,  2007 Maine Al l iance  for 
Ar ts  E duc ation fel lowship w inner.

A Gardiner Area High School art teacher is named 2009 Art Teacher of the Year

Celebrating Our Achievements

Welcome to  Maine S chool  Administrat ive  Dis-
tr ic t  #11’s  yearly  newsletter.  This  newsletter 
highl ights  a  few of  the  smal l  and not-so-smal l 
achievements  that  happen in  our  schools  on a 
dai ly  bas is .  We are  a l l  ver y  proud of  what  our 
school  community  i s  able  to  accomplish.  Please 
read this  newsletter  and ce lebrate  with  us!

Howard Tutt le ,  Curr iculum Director 

Contents
Visual  & Performing Ar ts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2-7
Tit le  1  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8-9
Teresa  C.  Hamlin S cho ol  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10-11
R iver  Vie w C ommunity  S cho ol  .  .  .  .  .  12-13
Pittston C ons olidate d S cho ol  .  .  .  .  .  .  14-15
L aura E.  R ichards  S cho ol  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16-17
Helen Thomps on S cho ol  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18-21
Sp e cial  E duc ation .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22-23
Gifte d & Talente d .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23-24
E lementar y  Guidance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 25
G ardiner  Regional  Midd le  S cho ol  .  .  .  26-29
G ardiner  Area Hig h S cho ol  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30-31
Adu lt  E duc ation .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32-33
Curricu lum .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  34-36
Te chnolog y .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37
C ommunity  L earning C enter  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37
Op erations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  38-39

Pittston School recognized 

P ittston C onsol idated S chool  was  recent ly  rec-
ognized for  having one of  the  highest  rates 

of  improvement  among the  650 K-12 schools  in 
the  s tate  on Maine’s  Educat ional  Assessment .  On 
March 30,  information was  released by the  Maine 
Depar tment  of  Educat ion showing the  school 
with  the  second highest  rate  of  improvement 
in  the  s tate .  The percentage  of  s tudents  meet-
ing prof ic ienc y increased 34 points  over  the  last 
three  years .  Four  years  ago,  Pitts ton C onsol idat-
ed S chool  was  a  l i t t le  below the  s tate  average. 
Now,  it  i s  among the  top schools  in  the  s tate . 
Shel ly  Simpson has  been the  school’s  pr incipal 
s ince  fa l l  2005.  “We real ly  were  not  doing ver y 
wel l  on the  s tate  test ,  so  we began to  make some 
changes  together  as  a  s taf f .  We star ted s lowly 
and ref lec ted on what  we did  to  see  i f  i t  worked.”  

Student  achievement  has  picked up in  surpr is-
ing ways .  Pitts ton teachers  have  been looking 
ver y  close ly  at  s tudent  achievement  f rom var i-
ous  tests  and adjust ing their  instruct ion accord-
ing ly.  Pitts ton has  a lso  introduced a  20-minute 
v igorous  dai ly  physica l  ac t iv ity  for  s tudents  and 
scheduled smal l  group academic  tutor ia l  t ime 
with teachers  dur ing the  school  day.  Most  im-
portant ly,  teachers  meet  week ly  to  discuss  and 
a lter  instruct ional  techniques  based on the  re-
sults  of  s tudent  progress .  When teachers  use 
s tudent  achievement  information consistent ly 
and col laborat ive ly,  instruct ion can be  targeted 
accurately  to  meet  s tudent  needs .  On Apri l  14 , 
the  school  received a  Legis lat ive  S ent iment  f rom 
S en.  Ear le  McC ormick and Rep.  Les  Fosse l .

Ar t  Teacher  continue d on p age 39 



GAHS princip al  C had Kempton and 
Taw ni  Mors e  w ith her  award-w inning 
al l igator  at  2008’s  Ar t  E xtravaganza.
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By Cher yl  Herr-Rains

I n 2007 I  was  awarded a  Fel lowship by the 
Maine Al l iance  for  Arts  Educat ion and the 

Maine C ommunity  Foundat ion.  One thing we 
were  encouraged to  do was  to  des ign a  projec t 
re lat ing this  exper ience  to  our  community.  As  a 
result  of  the  fe l lowship,  I  attended a  workshop 
at  Anderson R anch,  C olorado,  with  Richard 
Notkin,  an internat ional ly  known ceramic  ar t is t 
working in  the  subject  of  pol it ica l  commentar y. 
Af ter  much thought  and many conversat ions ,  the 
result ing projec t  was  a  s tatewide,  high school 
s tudent  sculpture  show at  the  Harlow Gal ler y  in 
March.

The fol lowing were  unique and excit ing qual i -
t ies  of  the  show : 

1 .  The subject  was  socia l  commentar y.  High 
school  ar t  lessons  usual ly  focus  on technique 
and ski l l ,  and are  less  of ten about  ideas . 
With this  subject ,  s tudents  have  to  work on 
a  higher  and more personal  level  of  ar t is t ic 
content .  (MLR B-3) .

2 .  The usual  process  of  se lec t ion for  s tudent  ar t 
shows happens with the  work being chosen 
by their  school  ar t  teacher.  However,  with 
this  show,  s tudents  appl ied in  the  manner 
of  a  profess ional  “ jur ied”  show.  Students 
submitted digita l  images  of  their  work to  a 
judge.  S culptures  were  se lec ted for  the  level 
of  qual ity  and content ,  and because  they fu l-
f i l l  the  requirements  of  the  show.  Only  works 
se lec ted by the  judge were  in  the  show.

T he Middle  S chool  Music  Depar tment  would 
l ike  to  congratulate  the  GRMS music  s tu-

dents  who audit ioned for  and were  se lec ted to 
attend the  Distr ic t  I II  Middle  S chool  Honors 
Music  Fest iva l ,  which took place  Apri l  9  & 10 
at  Carr ie  Ricker  Middle  S chool .  The s tudents 
chosen to  represent  Gardiner  at  the  Fest iva l 
were  Abigai l  Sa l ib,  Sam Driscol l ,  Maddy Cut-
ler,  Hannah Stetson,  Annastas ia  Pel le t ier,  Ma-
r ia  Burgess ,  Matt  Clark ,  Noah Carrol l  and Z ach 
Thompson.  This  se lec t ion is  a  great  honor for 
these  s tudents !  They worked hard to  prepare  for 
the  audit ion.  C ongratulat ions  to  each one of  our 
Honors  Fest iva l  music ians!

C ongratulat ions  to  the  High S chool  Music  de-
par tment  s tudents  who audit ioned for  and were 
se lec ted to  par t ic ipate  in  this  year’s  Distr ic t  I I I 
High S chool  Honors  Fest ival .  The GAHS mu-
sic ians  chosen for  the  Fest iva l  were  C ody St . 

Amand,  E loise  Harnett ,  Mar y Hart ley,  S eth Han-
sen,  Tinsley  DeForest ,  Ashley  Abbott ,  Autumn 
Ort iz ,  Alecia  Gri f f in ,  Caleb Perr y,  Tom Godfrey 
and Emily  Kozma.  The preparat ion for  the  audi-
t ions  and the  audit ions  themselves  are  di f f icu lt . 
This  se lec t ion is  a  great  honor for  the  s tudents 
and we in  the  Music  Depar tment  are  a l l  ver y 
proud of  them!

The High S chool  Music  Depar tment  would 
a lso  l ike  to  congratulate  Mar y Hart ley,  E loise 
Harnett  and Tom Godfrey  for  being selec ted to 
the  Al l  State  Music  Fest iva l  held  at  the  Univer-
s ity  of  Maine this  spr ing .  The preparat ion for 
the  audit ions  and the  audit ions  themselves  are 
intensive  and ver y  se lec t ive.  Pass ing the  audi-
t ion and being selec ted to  the  Fest iva l  i s  a  t re-
mendous accomplishment  for  these  three  f ine 
music ians .  We at  Gardiner  High S chool  are  ver y 
proud of  their  success !

Music Department congratulates Honors Festival participants

3.  This  was  a  unique opportunity  of  prest ige  for 
a  s tudent’s  work to  be  se lec ted and a  valuable 
addit ion to  resumes.

4 .  Outstanding works  received cash awards .

5 .  The jur y  process  was  digita l .  This  both f it 
the  technological  t rends  of  ar t  shows and 
made the  process  eas ier  for  par t ic ipants .  Stu-
dents  needed only  to  del iver  the  work to  the 
show venue when it  was  accepted.

Arts Fellowship leads to groundbreaking student sculpture show



Student  work exhibite d in lo c al  student  ar t  shows,  c lo ckw is e 
from top rig ht :  Sti l l  l i fe  of  ar t  to ols  by  Marissa  Dice;  land-
s c ap e in  temp era by C ameron O’ Brien;  and church in pur ples 
by  Kay le e  Michaud.
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MSAD 11 students, K-12, display art at 
Maine Department of Education

C ongratulat ions  to  the  s tudents  whose  ar t-
work was  displayed in  the  Depar tment  of 

Educat ion exhibit ion space  on the  f i f th  f loor  of 
the  Cross  State  Of f ice  Bui lding in  Augusta  last 
summer.  Grades  refer  to  the  past  school  year 
when the  s tudents  produced the  ar twork.

Quinton Norr is  (grade K)
Ji l l ian Drossel  (grade 2)
Charles  Caldwel l  (grade 3)
Mikaela  Weston (grade 3)
Z ackar y  Woodman (grade 3)
Alexis  E ldr idge  (grade 3)
Br ynne Aust in  (grade 4)
Treasure  Pul ley  (grade 4)
Kaylee  Michaud (grade 4)
Faith  Kitchen (grade 4)
Matthew Umland (grade 5)
Adele  Fisk  (grade 6)
Al ic ia  Hicks  (grade 6)
Lee-Anne Greenleaf  (grade 7)
Br i  Mosher  (grade 7)
Maddy Cut ler  (grade 7)
Marissa  Dice  (grade 8)
Desiree  B eaul ieu (grade 10)
Denise  Fournier  (grade 10)
Helen Mohney (grade 11)
Jennifer  Manning (grade 11)
Jazmin Barge  (grade 11)
Emily  Kozma (grade 11)
Cal l ie  Jones  (grade 11)

MSAD #11 Music Department Performance Schedule
Date Event Location Time

May 1 Music Booster Annual Craft  Fair LER Morning-Aft ernoon

May 5 Boosters Meeting H.S. Music Room 6:30 p.m.

May 6 L.E.R. grades K-2 Concert LER Gym 10:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m.

May 7 Pittston grades K-2 Concert Pittston Gym 2:00 p.m.

May 11 High School Spring Concert H.S. Gym 7:00 p.m.

May 13 Helen Th ompson grades K-2 Concert H. Th ompson Gym 2:00 p.m.

May 14 T.C. Hamlin K-2 Concert Hamlin Gym 2:00 p.m.

May 14-15 H.S. Jazz Ensemble 

Great East Music Festival

Springfi eld, MA

May 18 Middle School Spring Concert M.S. Gym 7:00 p.m.

May 20-22 All State High School Music Festival University Of Maine

May 24 High School Music Awards Dinner H.S. Cafeteria

May 26 All Bands Concert H.S. Gym 7:00 p.m.

May 31 H.S. Band Memorial Day Parade performance H.S. Gym 7:00 p.m.
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C al l ie  Jones  s elf  p or trait  in 
acr y l ic  on c anvas  p ap er.

GAHS 2009 Broadway musical

G ardiner  Area  High S chool’s  11th Annual 
Broadway Musica l ,  Crazy For  You ,  was  per-

formed in  Februar y  in  the  L itt le  Theater.  Crazy 
For  You  i s  the  s tor y  of  B obby Chi ld,  a  wel l - to-do 
1930s  playboy whose  dream in l i fe  i s  to  dance. 
Despite  the  ser ious  ef for ts  of  his  over-control-
l ing mother  and soon-to-be-ex-f iancee,  B obby 
achieves  his  dream! It’s  a  high-energ y comedy 
that  includes  mistaken ident ity,  plot  twists ,  fab-
ulous  dance numbers  and class ic  Gershwin mu-
sic .  The fol lowing s tudents  were  cast :

Caleb Perr y
Alecia  Gri f f in
Ryan O’Nei l l
Kijana Plenderle ith
Brett  Thompson
Annie  S chide
Eloise  Harnett
Cat  Bane
Dan Pidgeon
Tom Godfrey
Jagger  Trouant
Oliv ia  Reny
Izzy B ouchard
Mike Simmons
Z ach Hicks
Greg Hanscom

Ross  B oardman 
Mari  DeS oto
Ashley  Abbott
Kayla  Edwards
Abby Gower 
Maria  Turner
Emily  St .  Jarre
Jen Manning
Erica  Manning
Katr ina  Nikornpan
Alex Alber t
Tesaira  Rodrigue
Brittany Brann
Mar y Merr i l l
Abby Si lva
Anastasia  Z ajchowski

Students  and staff  ming le  at  the  Harlow 
G al ler y ’s  Hig her  Forms of  Ar t  show,  ab ove. 
Trisha C obb,  at  left  w ith her  p arents ,  co-
curate d the  show w ith fel low s enior  R achel 
Farnham. B oth had work in  the  show along 
w ith other  GAHS students  (Ar t  ne ws,  p.  6) .
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C ongratulat ions  to  Helen Mohne y  ( sopho-
more)  and Trisha C obb  ( senior)  whose  ar t-

work traveled to  the  Por t land Museum of  Art 
for  the  annual  Youth Art  Month Exhibit ion (and 
was  on exhibit  f rom March 6  through the  end of 
March) .  Tr isha has  been accepted to  the  Por t land 
S chool  of  Art  and intends  to  major  in  Graphic 
Design.  C ongratulat ions  Tr isha!

C ongratulat ions  to  L auren G orham (senior) , 
E liza  Trauger  ( sophomore) ,  Helen Mohne y 
( sophomore) ,  Kay la  Pleau ( junior) ,  Mariah 
Dunc an  ( sophomore) ,  Z o e Fisk  ( senior) ,  R a-
chel  Farnham  ( senior) ,  Trisha C obb  ( senior) , 
C al e y  L ig ht  ( senior) ,  Kaz Tr uant  ( junior,  who 
was  a lso  se lec ted to  des ign the  show postcard) , 
Emma Muel ler  ( senior) ,  Ann Wess el  ( senior) , 
and Sarah Crane  ( senior)  whose  work was  se-
lec ted by s tudent  jurors  to  exhibit  in  the  2009 
Higher  Forms of  Art  Exhibit  at  the  Harlow Gal-
ler y  in  Hal lowel l !  Tr isha C obb and R achel  Farn-
ham joined s tudents  f rom Hal l-Dale ,  Winthrop 
and C ony to  curate  and hang the  show.  Thank 
you to  the  Harlow Gal ler y  for  ce lebrat ing our 
young ar t is ts !

C ongratulat ions  to  the  fol lowing s tudents 
whose  work was  on exhibit  in  the  inaugural  Gar-
diner  Youth Art  Month Window Display  Exhi-
bit ion:  Denis e  Fournier  ( sophomore) ,  R achel 
Krawczy k-  G atus  ( sophomore) ,  Al lis on B eau-
l ieu (sophomore) ,  Kendra Ste vens  ( sopho-
more) ,  C al landre Jones  ( junior) ,  Mariah Duc an 
( sophomore) ,  C harles  L aw rence  ( senior) ,  Vic-
toria  Ste vens  ( sophomore) ,  Sharon Henders on 
( f reshman),  Kaitly n Roy  ( f reshman),  L auren 
G orham  ( senior) ,  Sierra  Douchette  ( f reshman), 
Tr yphena Val lencour t  ( f reshman),  Samantha 
Usher  ( f reshman),  Autumn Doucette  ( f resh-
man),  Paige  L aPointe  ( sophomore) ,  C assidy 
(C at)  Bane  ( f reshman),  C aitl in Phi l l ips  ( soph-

omore) ,  and Abby G ower  ( sophomore) .  Their 
work was  on exhibit  f rom March 6-31 and a  re-
cept ion on March 31 at  Johnson Hal l  ce lebrated 
the  s tudent  ar t is ts .

C ongratulat ions  to  the  fol lowing River  View 
Students :  Paige  Pres cott  (5 th grade) ,  Gino Val-
era  (4 th grade) ,  and McKenzy Nor ton  (3 rd grade) 
and the  fol lowing T.C.  Hamlin Students :  Emma 
Rob er ts  (k indergar ten) ,  C ameron  O’ Brien  (4 th 
grade) ,  and Autumn B olduc  (5 th grade) ,  and the 
fol lowing L aura  E.  Richards  school  s tudents : 
G abriel  Poirier  (k indergar ten)  and Madis on 
Farnham  (k indergar ten)  for  the  honor of  having 
their  ar twork in  the  ear ly  March Harlow Gal ler y 
Young At  Art  Exhibit .  The previously  l i s ted were 
a  few among other  e lementar y  level  s tudents 
whose  works  were  exhibited.  C ongratulat ions  to 
a l l !

C ongratulat ions  to  C al landre Jones  ( junior) . 
Her  paint ing was  exhibited at  the  Maine Educa-
t ion Associat ion Youth Art  Month Show!  Cal l ie’s 
work has  been beaut i fu l ly  matted  and framed. 
When the  work comes down,  she  wi l l  be  able  to 
take it  home f ramed.

C ongratulat ions  to  our  2008-09 dis tr ic t  ar t 
teachers  Max Marquis ,  Kathy Susi ,  Stac y  An-
ders on,  C her y l  Herr-R ains  and Shalimar Pou-
l in  for  par t ic ipat ion in  the  inaugural  “On Our 
O wn Time” ar t  educators  exhibit  at  the  Harlow 
Gal ler y.  This  ce lebrat ion of  ar t  educators  by  a 
Maine Gal ler y  i s  unprecedented and great ly  ap-
preciated!  Thanks  again to  the  Harlow Gal ler y.

C ongratulat ions  to  former  Art  Club Member, 
R achel  Farnham  who has  been accepted to  Uni-
vers ity  of  Farmington!  R achel  plans  to  major  in 
E lementar y  Art  Educat ion.

Welcome to  GAHS’  new par t  t ime ar t  teacher, 
Iva  Al len .  Ms.  Al len is  a  wonderfu l  addit ion to 
our  program!
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GAHS junior  C al landre Jones  p ainting Rhy thm  was  exhibite d at  the  2009 Maine E duc ation
Ass o ciation’s  Youth Ar t  Month show.

Ar t  news in  brief :  Reflec ting on the 2008-2009 school  year
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Painting by Helen Mohne y,  as  a  s opho-
more in  2008-09.  Helen’s  ar t ,  including 
this  pie ce,  was  displaye d at  the  Harlow 
G al ler y  2009 Hig her  Forms of  Ar t  show, 
Por tland Mus eum of  Ar t  Youth Ar t 
Month show,  and other  re cent  exhibits .
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Upcoming visual  ar ts  events

A ll are  invited to  attend this  year’s  s tudent  ar t 
show celebrat ing the  creat ions  of  MSAD 11’s 

K-12 students!  The Gardiner  Area  High S chool 
Cafeter ia  wi l l  t ransform into a  ga l ler y  showing 
several  hundred works  of  ar t .  This  year’s  show 
is  Fr iday,  May 7 ,  f rom 3:30-7:30.  We hope to  see 
you there! 

Youth Art  Month Exhibits  in  downtown Gar-
diner,  Hal lowel l  and Augusta  took place  in 
March.  Many students  had the  honor of  exhibit-
ing one or  more pieces  in  these  shows.  Macklyn 
Nason had a  photo dyptech in  the  MEA Youth 
Art  Month Exhibit ,  Cass ie  L ambert  a  por trait , 
and f ive  other  s tudent  works  traveled to  the 
Por t land Museum of  Art  for  the  s tatewide Youth 
Art  Month Exhibit . 

At  the  Por t land YAM, Shal imar  Poul in  repre-
sented ar t  educators  s tatewide by del iver ing a 
message  to  attendees .  It’s  a lways  a  lovely  gather-
ing and wel l  worth the  tr ip  to  see  great  ar t  f rom 
students  around the s tate .

On the  web,  please  v is it  our  Visual  Arts  wiki  at 
http : / /gahsvisualar t .wikispaces .com

T he GAHS Art  Club meets  monthly  dur ing 
the  school  year  for  a  formal  member  meet-

ing to  plan upcoming events ,  f ie ld  tr ips ,  v is it -
ing ar t is ts ,  commissions  and specia l  ar t-making 
ac t iv it ies .  Students  keep ar t  c lub sketchbooks 
and share  their  monthly  creat ions  in  a  formal 
ar t  share. 

Students  ( including any GAHS grade 9-12 s tu-
dent)  were  and are  invited to  attend f ie ld  tr ips 
to  Hal lowel l’s  C erulean and Harlow Gal ler ies 
in  October,  the  Gardiner  Art  Walk in  Decem-
ber,  C olby Museum in March ( transportat ion 
paid for  by  C olby C ol lege) ,  Gardiner  Youth Art 
Month Exhibit ,  Maine C ol lege  of  Art ,  Por t land 
Museum of  Art ,  and First  Fr iday Art  Walk in 
Apri l  ( transportat ion and dinner  paid  for  by  the 
MELMAC grant) ,  and bi-annual  tr ip  to  B oston 
Museum of  Fine  Arts  in  May (subst ituted by a 
Farnsworth or  B owdoin Museum Trip i f  the  B os-
ton MFA tr ip  doesn’t  f i l l ) . 

Students  (again schoolwide)  painted sets  for 
the  winter  musica l  dur ing late  December,  Janu-
ar y  and ear ly  Februar y.  Students  worked week ly 
on Saturday af ternoons for  s ix  weeks  and ce l-
ebrated by going out  to  dinner  and the  musical ! 
It  i s  a lways  a  treat  for  them to  be  recognized for 
their  hard work – of ten an af ter thought ,  behind 
the  ac t ing and musical  enter tainment .  L ast  year, 
two specia l  guests  v is ited ar t  c lub:  Gina Platt , 
Educat ional  C oordinator,  f rom the  Univers ity  of 

GAHS student  ar twork was  displaye d in the 
w indows of  dow ntow n G ardiner  business es 
during Youth Ar t  Month.

Maine Museum brought  or ig inal  pieces  of  ar t , 
created by Maine ar t is ts .  The Museum came to 
Gardiner  –  a  rare  treat !  In  March,  a  local  com-
munity  member  vis ited the  ar t  c lub to  teach sew-
ing,  a  v is it ing ar t is t  request  by  ar t  c lub members . 
In  June,  members  ce lebrated their  par t ic ipat ion, 
creat ions  and membership at  a  year-end pot luck.

GAHS Art Club members visit museums and paint sets for school musical
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By Susan Shepherd,  Tit le  1  l iteracy  spec iali st ,
T.C.  Hamlin School

T he mantra  says  “ instruct ion is  dr iven by as-
sessment .”  Educators  aspire  to  make this 

s tatement  a  rea l ity.  The truth is ,  i t  i s  eas ier  said 
than done.  S chools  in  MSAD 11 are  embracing 
the  concept  of  the  Profess ional  Learning C om-
munity,  or  PLC for  shor t ,  to  expedite  the  process 
of  us ing assessment  results  to  tai lor  instruct ion. 

The PLC br ings 
educators  to-
gether  to  examine 
student  assess-
ment  data  for  the 
purpose  of  look-
ing for  trends  in 
s tudent  achieve-
ment ,  ensur ing 
that  there  are  no 
gaps  in  the  cur-
r iculum,  and ult i -

mately  improving instruct ion.
Working together  in  a  PLC does  make the  task 

of  looking at  data  eas ier,  but  it  can st i l l  be  a 
chal lenge to  tr y  to  read pages  of  spreadsheets 
covered with smal l  numbers .  This  i s  when a  Data 
Wal l  comes in  handy.  A Data  Wal l  i s  an enlarged 
organizat ion of  data ,  usual ly  it  i s  speci f ied by 
content  area .  It  can be  on a  poster  or  a  wal l -s ize 
length of  char t  paper.  The larger  representat ion 
of  the  data  i s  eas ier  on the  eyes .  It  a lso  makes  it 
eas ier  for  a  group of  educators  to  analyze  the  in-
format ion because  they can a l l  look at  the  same 
information s imultaneously.

By Sara Hess ,  l i teracy  spec iali st ,  Pit t ston School

A t the e lementar y  schools  the  Tit le  1  pro-
grams have  recent ly  received a  new program 

t it led  Leveled Literac y  Inter vent ion  (LLI) .  The 
program features  leveled books  that  match the 
level ing systems used by classroom teachers . 
When a  s tudent  s its  down to  an LLI  lesson s/he 
wi l l  reread a  book,  read a  new book,  work on a 
needed l iterac y  ski l l ,  and write  about  a  chosen 
topic . 

Take home books  are  another  feature  of  the 
program.  For  ever y  book read f rom the  program 
there  i s  a  matching black and white  copy in-
tended for  s tudents  to  keep and pract ice  read-
ing with at  home.  O ver  t ime each student  who 
par t ic ipates  in  LLI  wi l l  have  a  l ibrar y  at  home of 

The best  par t 
about  a  Data  Wal l 
i s  the  opportu-
nity  to  imme-
diate ly  v iew the 
fu l l  spectrum of 
s tudent  progress . 
This  can hap-
pen because  data 
f rom a  ser ies  of 
assessments  can 
be  shown on a 
Data  Wal l .  Show-
ing results  f rom 
more than one 
assessment  helps 
to  highl ight  va lu-
able  information 
such as  success-
fu l  instruct ional 
pract ices ,  t rends 
in  learning,  s tu-
dents  who might 
be  s truggl ing, 
and possible 
gaps  in  the  cur-
r iculum.  B esides 
making data  more 
access ible ,  Data  Wal ls  a lso  provide  grat i f y ing 
val idat ion that  a l l  the  hard work educators  are 
doing is  wel l  worth the  ef for t .  Student  progress 
might  not  a lways  be  obvious  in  the  day to  day 
rout ine,  but  a  Data  Wal l  can clear ly  show the 
progress ion of  the  learners ,  and it  can faci l i tate 
instruct ional  decis ions .

Professional Learning Communities and Data Walls: A good combination

books  that  can be  read independent ly.
Student  response  to  LLI  has  been tremendous-

ly  posit ive.  From knowing the  rout ines  and be-
ing ready for  the  next  task ,  to  asking when a  new 
bag of  take home books wi l l  be  sent  home,  the 
enthusiasm has  been nothing but  posit ive.  Stu-
dents  are  progress ing in  their  reading ski l l s ,  as 
wel l  as  increas ing their  love  for  reading. 

While  a  cer tain  program or  method of  in-
struct ing may work for  the  major ity  of  s tudents , 
i t  i s  not  a lways  appropr iate  for  a l l .  Having di f-
ferent  opt ions  to  turn to  in  Tit le  1  helps  decrease 
the  t ime it  takes  to  f ind what  works  best  for  each 
chi ld.  Leveled Literac y  Inter vent ion has  added 
another  opt ion for  s tr iv ing readers  par t ic ipat ing 
in  Tit le  1  reading.

Title1 “Leveled Literacy Intervention” program added at elementary schools

Data wal ls ,  l i ke  the  thre e 
show n here,  help teach-
ers  track student  progress 
and to  identif y  p ossible 
gaps  in  the  curricu lum.
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By Mercy  Polhemus,  l iteracy  spec iali st ,
River  View Community  School

M any people  def ine  the  ac t  of  putt ing words 
on paper  as  wr it ing,  and it  i s  a  form of 

wr it ing.  But  wr it ing as  s tor yte l l ing doesn’t  s tar t 
with  words  on paper.

Oral  s tor yte l l ing is  a  tradit ion that  i s  older 
than we rea l ize .  It  wasn’t  unt i l  the  Grimm broth-
ers  decided to  wr ite  what  we know as  fair y  ta les 

down on paper  that  they became written s tor ies . 
Unti l  then,  they were  passed down f rom genera-
t ion to  generat ion oral ly,  which is  why there  are 
so  many vers ions  of  the  same ta le .  Many fables , 
cu ltural  ta les ,  myths  and legends  s tar ted as  oral 
s tor ies .

Chi ldren have  amazing imaginat ions  that  are 
many t imes  s t i f led  because  the  ac t  of  putt ing 
their  s tor y  on paper  i s  tedious  and long.  Their 
true  ‘s tor y ’  becomes lost  because  they are  at-
tempting to  wr ite  ever ything down and the  s tor y 

Stor ytel l ing t ips  for  parents  and chi ldren

H ave a “Stor y  Star ter”  box:   put  random stor y  s tar ters  onto s l ips  of  paper  and put  into  a  box/
container.  Then draw one out  to  help  s tar t  a  s tor y.  Make them interest ing and fun,  unusual 

and s i l ly.   Here  are  a  few to  get  you s tar ted:

1 .   One day whi le  hiking through a  jungle ,  I  suddenly  came into a  c lear ing and saw a  red and 
yel low str iped e lephant  s leeping under  a  huge purple  f lower.  As  I  crept  c loser  the  e lephant 
suddenly. . .

2 .   As  we walked into  the  plane I  looked around and rea l ized that  a l l  the  people  were  wear ing 
polka-dotted pants  and s tr iped shir ts .  As  I  walked toward my seat  one woman reached out…

3.  It  s tar ted out  l ike  any other  day unt i l  I  rea l ized that  my bed was  s lowly,  but  surely…

The next  t ime you are  reading a  book to  your  chi ld  (or  they are  reading to  you) ,  s top at  a  par t 
in  the  book and ‘wr ite’  the  rest  between the  two of  you.  Take turns  ‘reading’  the  next  par t  of  the 
s tor y.  You can use  pic tures  ( i f  the  book has  pic tures) ,  or  just  your  Imaginat ion.  I  did  this  with 
the  Harr y  Potter  books  and it  was  amazing how di f ferent  the  s tor y  became when we were  te l l ing 
it  ourse lves .  My kids  rea l ly  l iked doing this  at  di f ferent  par ts  of  the  book and then reading to  see 
how close  we were  to  the  or ig inal .

Give  oral  s tor yte l l ing  a  tr y.  Star t  something new in  your  family.  You wi l l  be  amazed at  your 
own abi l ity,  and the  s tor ies  f rom your  memories  that  wi l l  come out  of  you.  Your  chi ldren wi l l 
enjoy the  t ime spent  learning and hear ing the  s tor ies ,  as  wel l  as  creat ing their  own.

Storytelling: An old tradition that puts kids’ imaginations to work

Children have amazing imag ination s  that  are  many t imes  st i f led becau se  the  ac t  of 

putt ing  the ir  stor y  on paper  i s  tediou s  and long.

in  their  brain is  moving faster  than the  penci l  on 
the  paper.  Chi ldren then put  up a  block and re-
fuse  to  write ,  or  say  they  can’t  write  because  the 
ac t  of  putt ing their  s tor y  onto paper  i s  di f f icu lt 
and over whelming.

Help your  chi ld  re lax  and real ize  their  s tor y-
te l l ing potent ia l .  Oral ly  share  s tor ies ,  he lp  your 
chi ld  wr ite  some of  the  s tor y  down,  whi le  you 
write  other  par ts .  Use  a  computer  to  wr ite  quick ly 
i f  that  i s  eas ier.  Many authors  today never  wr ite 

their  ta le  on paper,  but  wr ite  it  complete ly  on a 
computer.  Your  chi ld  reading their  s tor ies  g ives 
them great  pract ice  and helps  develop f luenc y.

B elow are  some oral  s tor yte l l ing ideas  to  get 
you star ted.  Once your  chi ld  real izes  how easy  it 
can be,  you wi l l  be  amazed how quick ly  they wi l l 
blossom into s tor yte l l ing gurus!

Please  share  with  your  chi ldren your  s tor ies 
and writ ing ideas .  They wi l l  share  with  their 
f r iends  who wi l l  share  with  more f r iends  and 
maybe a  new era  of  oral  s tor yte l l ing wi l l  emerge.
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By Lynn Izzi

T his year,  a  new Four Year  Old Program was 
opened at  T.C.  Hamlin S chool .  It  has  been 

a  great  addit ion to  the  bui lding as  wel l  as  the 
dis tr ic t .  Init ia l ly,  i t  was  des igned for  a  morn-
ing sess ion but  as  enrol lments  poured in  we were 
able  to  have  a  fu l l  program with two sess ions  ac-
commodat ing 28 s tudents .  

Denise  Smith,  the  c lassroom teacher,  comes 

to  us  with  a  st rong background of  working with 
the  younger  chi ldren.  She  worked for  Chi ld  De-
velopment  S er vices  and,  through this ,  was  ver y 
famil iar  with  our  school  dis tr ic t ,  s taf f  and chi l -
dren.  We are  ver y  lucky to  have  found her.

Stephanie  Luiz ,  the  Ed.  Tech.  I II ,  in  the  pro-
gram comes to  us  with  a  s trong teaching back-
ground with young chi ldren and was  a  c lassroom 
teacher  before  she  moved to  Maine.  What  a  great 
asset  to  the  program.

The chi ldren have  been having a  wonderfu l 
t ime in  their  c lass  making Kool  Aid Play  Doh, 
explor ing sounds,  music ,  movement  and let-
ters  and learning to  socia l ize  with  their  peers . 
We love  watching them bounce of f  the  bus  and 
come bounding into  school ,  eager  to  learn each 
day.  Their  enthusiasm is  contagious .  When they 
leave  for  the  day,  their  l i t t le  faces  are  l ined up in 
the  bus  windows,  each with a  smile  and a  waving 
hand as  their  teachers  see  them of f !

A plaster  pupp et  by  Autumn B olduc, 
T.C.Hamlin f i fth  grader,  was  displaye d at 
the  Harlow G al ler y ’s  Young at  Ar t  exhibit .

Ko ol  Aid Play Doh
C hi ldren in  the  four 
year  old program at 
T.C.  Hamlin have fun 
mak ing and work ing 
w ith Play  Doh.  The 
program is  ne w this 
year  and enrol ls  28 
chi ldren in  two s es-
sions,  morning and 
afterno on.

New program for four year old children thrives at Teresa C. Hamlin School

The prog ram has  been a  g reat  addit ion to 
the  building as  wel l  as  the  di str ic t .
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Family Fun Day at Teresa C. Hamlin

By Denise  Smith

W e held our  f i rst  Family  Fun Day for  the 
Four  Year  Old Program in October.  We had 

24 out  of  28  famil ies  par t ic ipate  in  this  event . 
There  were  ac t iv it ies  for  the  chi ldren,  s ibl ings , 
parents  and relat ives  to  choose  f rom.  You could 
s tuf f  a  bag  with paper  and paint  it  l ike  a  pump-
kin.  There  was  a  color ing s tat ion with pic tures 
to  color.  My favor ite  was  the  s tat ion with the 
le tter  s tamps and the  poster  paint  with  which 
you could make a  pic ture  or  des ign.  At  another 
table ,  you could use  a  paper  plate  l ike  a  pumpkin 
or  face  and decorate  it .

Af ter  ac t iv it ies ,  the  chi ldren and their  guests 
were  a l l  invited to  help  themselves  to  the  won-
derfu l  var iety  of  foods  donated by famil ies .  At 
the  end,  the  four  year  olds  per formed songs  they 
had been learning in  class .  Then,  they taught  ev-
er yone e lse  a  new song,  Tooty  Ta.  This  was  the 
highl ight  of  the  day as  the  song requires  ever y-
one to  move cer tain  par ts  of  their  bodies  in  fun-
ny ways ,  whi le  s inging (sor t  of  l ike  the  Hokey 
Pokey,  but  funnier) .  The chi ldren loved watch-
ing the  adults  s inging and dancing to  this  song!

This  event  was  a  great  opportunity  for  famil ies 
to  learn more about  their  chi ld’s  school  exper i-
ence  and to  meet  the  other  adults  in  the  school 
community.  S ometime in  May,  there  wi l l  be  an-
other  Family  Fun Day and we hope ever yone wi l l 
be  able  to  join  us .

Kindergarten teacher joins  TCH staff 

By Lynn M.  Izzi

C aitl in  Johnson hai ls  f rom Marblehead,  Mas-
sachusetts ,  but  has  s trong t ies  to  Maine. 

Caty  grew up in  Marblehead but  she  chose  to  go 
to  col lege  at  the  Univers ity  of  Maine in  Farming-
ton.  While  there  she  met  the  man of  her  dreams, 
Jarod,  a  nat ive  Mainer.

Caty  and Jarod wanted to  move back to  Maine. 
They had a  pact  that  whoever  found a  job f i rst , 
would determine where  they l ived.  Caty  won! 
(S o did we!)  Since  then,  Jarod,  too,  has  found 
employment .  He is  a  computer  programmer and 
is  able  to  do some of  his  work at  home.  Other 
days ,  he  travels  to  Por t land and Augusta .

In  the  fa l l ,  k indergar ten through second grade 
went  to  “Pumpkin L and.”  This  was  par t  of  a  unit 
Caty  worked on with her  s tudents .  I  s tepped into 
her  c lass  one day to  f ind the  s tudents  working 
in  centers .  One group was  obser ving a  pump-
kin in  a  jar  whi le  wr it ing and drawing their  ob-
ser vat ions .  Another  group was  playing a  game 
with pumpkin seeds  as  counters ,  which involved 
counting spaces  and cooperat ive  play.  Yet ,  an-
other  group was  working on color ing and se-
quencing whi le  making hanging l i fe  c ycles  of 
the  pumpkin.  There  were  other  s tat ions  involv-
ing l i s tening to  a  s tor y  about  a  pumpkin,  a  read-
ing center  with  books  involv ing pumpkins  and 
sor t ing gourds  by  shape,  color  or  s ize .  I  never 
rea l ized there  were  so  many wonderfu l  things 
one could do with pumpkins .  The s tudents  were 
a l l  complete ly  absorbed in  their  ac t iv it ies  and 
hardly  not iced my presence.

Caty  says  that  she  loves  working in  a  smal l 
school  and that  the  s taf f  at  Teresa  C.  Hamlin has 
welcomed her  with  open arms.  She has  made a 
wonderfu l  addit ion to  the  s taf f  and her  s tudents 
love  her.  If  you run into  Caty,  say  “hi .”

 More than 20 fami lies  p ar ticip ate d in  T.C. 
Hamlin S cho ol’s  f irst  Fami ly  Fun Day this 
fa l l .  The day was  offere d to  fami l ies  w hos e 
chi ldren p ar ticip ate  in  the  s cho ol’s  ne w pro-
gram for  four year  old chi ldren.
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By Amanda Sergent ,  grade  3  teacher

T hird graders  at  River  View are  “SPARKing” 
it  up!  Each day they are  engaged in  physi-

ca l  ac t iv it ies  such as  tag  games,  ca l i s thenics , 
walking,  jogging,  running and dancing.  SPARK 
increases  s tudents’  physical  s tamina and their 
abi l ity  to  work together  and fol low direct ions .  It 
a lso  aids  in  concentrat ion.  

SPARK is  a  program introduced to  River  View 

by Anthony Anderson,  former MSAD 11 health 
coordinator.  It  i s  a  complete  program designed 
to  have  s tudents  pract ice  bas ic  motor  ski l l s , 
movement  concepts ,  and to  general ly  promote 
cardiac  health .  Addit ional  benef its  are  that  s tu-
dents  learn to  par t ic ipate  in  fun act iv it ies  that 
are  not  competit ive,  and that  this  physica l  ac t iv-
ity  can lead to  s tronger  academic  per formance. 

In  just  the  f i rst  two months ,  teachers  saw 

By Brooke  M. ,  Heather  T. ,  Sarah M. ,  Sydnie  S . , 
and Treasure  P. ,  RVCS f i f th  graders

D id you know that  a  forensic  sc ient is t  v is ited 
the  River  View f i f th  grade?

In sc ience,  we’ve  been working on the  unit  Mi-
cro-Worlds .  In  this  unit ,  we are  learning about 
proper t ies  of  objec ts ,  how to  accurately  sketch 
what  we are  obser ving and how to  use  a  micro-
scope.

To help us  better  understand the  importance 
of  this  unit ,  we were  for tunate  to  have  Mrs .  Ste-
vens ,  a  forensic  sc ient is t  for  the  s tate  of  Maine, 
come to  teach us  about  her  job as  a  sc ient is t .

She brought  in  rubber y  f inger  pr int ing ma-
ter ia l  used to  ident i f y  who did a  cr ime.  It  was 
gray,  and dr ies  quick ly,  so  once  it  i s  dr y  they 
can br ing it  to  the  lab  to  determine the  suspect 
who did the  cr ime.  She a lso  showed f i f th  graders 
a  powder  to  dust  on an object  that  helps  to  l i f t 
f ingerpr ints .

Mrs .  Stevens  brought  in  pic tures  of  “up close” 
items such as  bul lets ,  pl iers ,  and a  chain,  a l l  of 
which are  important  pieces  of  l inking evidence 
to  a  suspect  and a  cr ime.  She a lso  passed around 
a  plast ic  bul let ,  a  shir t  with  bul let  holes  and a 
plaster  t i re  track.  She was  ver y  nice  to  s tudents 
who missed some objects ,  and a l lowed students 

SPARK “ helps  me concentrate  better  in 

math.”  Davis ,  third  grader  at  River  View

growth in  third grade s tudents’  abi l it ies  to  s tay 
physica l ly  ac t ive  for  at  least  15 ,  and up to  30 , 
minutes .  The goal  of  SPARK is  for  s tudents  to 
improve their  cardiovascular  f itness .  During the 
dai ly  ac t iv ity  per iod,  the  expectat ion is  for  s tu-
dents  to  exercise  at  their  own abi l ity  level .  Stu-
dents  have  been taught  how to  check their  own 
pulse  and to  learn how to  recognize  their  target 
hear t  rate .  

Act iv it ies  require  working in  pairs ,  smal l 
groups ,  or  as  a  whole  c lass .  Through these  ac t iv-
it ies ,  chi ldren have  developed l i s tening ,  obser-
vat ion and cooperat ive  learning ski l l s .  Students 
have  opportunit ies  to  pract ice  se l f -control ,  in-
crease  coordinat ion and develop rhythm.  These 
ski l l s  have  transferred to  the  classrooms. 

On days  when we do SPARK,  s tudents  are  no-
t iceably  more focused on academic  ac t iv it ies 
throughout  the  day.  Students  may see  these  ac-
t iv it ies  as  fun,  but  teachers  not ice  other  posi-
t ives .  B ehavior  i ssues  are  minimized and concen-
trat ion level  i s  increased.  Hopeful ly,  i t  wi l l  a l so 
engage s tudents  in  being more ac t ive  throughout 
their  l ives .

SPARK sharpens the focus for grade 3 at River View Community School

to  look at  i tems they missed.  Mrs .  Stevens  i s  a 
ver y  nice  forensic  sc ient is t . 

We thought  the  most  interest ing thing was 
when Mrs .  Stevens  showed us  how to  detect  the 
f ingerpr ints  on a  sur face.

We rea l ly  enjoyed having Mrs .  Stevens  at  our 
school ;  we hope we see  her  at  the  Middle  S chool 
next  year.

Mrs.  Ste vens,  a  forensic  s cientist ,  explaine d 
to  R iver  Vie w f i fth  graders  how e v idence is 
col le cte d and e valuate d in  s olv ing crimes.

Forensic scientist brings her crime-solving tools to River View fifth grade
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A Thanksgiving with STARS

By Peter  Thomas,  STARS teacher

I n November,  the  E lementar y  and Middle 
S chool  STARS Day Treatment  programs came 

together  at  the  River  View C ommunity  S chool 
for  our  annual  Thanksgiv ing Feast .  A hol i-
day dinner  was  ser ved up to  the  del ight  of  s tu-
dents ,  family  members ,  s taf f  and administrators . 
As  i s  the  custom,  it  was  a  col laborat ive  ef for t 
with  STARS students  working a longside  s taf f  to 
prep,  cook,  set-up and break down the  meal  af-
ter wards .  S ocia l  Worker,  John Campbel l  gave  a 

toast ,  g iv ing thanks  for  the  opportunity  to  host 
such a  lovely  event  and reunite  with  parents  and 
students .

As  cl inica l  day  treatment  programs,  specia l 
emphasis  i s  placed on the  involvement  of  fami-
l ies  in  their  chi ld’s  program.  B oth STARS classes 
pr ide  themselves  on the  level  of  commitment 
we receive  f rom most  par t ic ipat ing famil ies . 
This  year’s  Thanksgiv ing Feast  was  an excel lent 
example  with nearly  ever y  e lementar y  STARS 
student  being joined by a  mother,  father,  aunt , 
uncle  or  grandparent .  Family  members  attend-
ing the  event  appeared to  great ly  appreciate  the 
opportunity  to  spend t ime and bond with their 
chi ldren over  a  shared meal .  Students  re l i shed 
the  opportunity  to  show of f  their  cu l inar y  ski l l s , 
as  wel l  as  exhibit  the  excel lent  table  manners 
they have  learned in  their  tenure  at  STARS.

Alas ,  a l l  good things  must  come to  an end.  The 
feast  concluded with yummy desser ts  baked by 
s tudents  and parents .  We returned to  our  class-
rooms,  jobs  and homes,  warmly contented and 
looking for ward to  future  feasts  to  come.

Math Investigations: Helping your children with math homework

Investigation s,  as  i ts  name indicates ,  i s 

about  invest igating  math and i s  based 

on how students  bui ld  the ir  knowledge  of 

math through exploration. 
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By Liz  Hal l ,  g rade  4  teacher
River  View Community  School

W hen I  was  a  kid  with math homework,  my 
mother  would shrug her  shoulders  help-

less ly  over  the  math.  She a lways  wanted to  help 
me with my homework yet  she was unsure  of  how 
to help. 

The Invest igat ions  Math Program came to 
Gardiner  about  the  t ime my f irst  chi ld  was  in 
kindergar ten.  Invest igat ions ,  as  i t s  name indi-
cates ,  i s  about  invest igat ing math.  Its  theor ies 

are  based on construct ing an understanding of 
math,  or  in  other  words ,  how students  bui ld 
their  knowledge of  math through explorat ion. 
As  a  parent ,  I  was  unsure  of  how to  help  him 
with his  homework.

As my third chi ld  was  prepar ing for  school 
and it  became t ime for  me to  return to  work, 
I  took a  math course  in  Farmington so  I  could 
return to  the  rea lm of  educat ion.  With the  help 
of  my professor,  I  began to  explore  math:  what 
I  thought  about  how numbers  go together  and 
how to  pul l  numbers  apar t .  Suddenly  math was 
the  re lat ionship between numbers  and concepts , 
rather  than just  a  means  to  a  correct  answer.

Now I  f ind mysel f  in  a  unique posit ion:  teach-
er  (grade 4 ,  RVCS) and parent  (LER ,  GRMS, 
GAHS) in  MSAD 11.  One of  the  most  f requent-
ly  asked quest ions  dur ing conferences  i s ,  “how 
do I  help  my chi ld  with his  or  her  math? ”  First 
of f ,  have  no fear.  The teachers  at  River  View 
are  more than recept ive  to  having you ask them 
what  to  do next . 

As  your  chi ld  gets  older,  we explore  many di f-
ferent  ways  to  deal  with  numbers .  Think of  that 
huge tool  k it  in  your  mechanic’s  garage.  You 
wouldn’t  want  them to  have  only  one tool  to  f ix 
your  car ! 

I  l ike  my students  to  explore  at  least  three  di f-
ferent  ways  to  solve  a  problem,  discover  what 
works  best  for  them,  and then begin to  specia l-
ize  in  that  method.  Play  with the  numbers  with 
them.  Ask them to  explain  what  it  i s  they  are 
working on and how they do it  (better  done be-
fore  f rustrat ion sets  in) .  When f rustrat ion hits , 
don’t  push it .  Again,  communicat ion with your 
chi ld’s  teacher  i s  the  best  way to  get  help.

Share  with your  chi ldren how you use  math 
ever yday.  How much is  le f t  in  the  budget  for 
food?  How much a l lowance  wi l l  they  need to 
save  for  that  specia l  i tem? If  we each spend $4 at 
McDonalds  for  food and there  are  f ive  of  us ,  how 
much money wi l l  we need?  Show them how you 
use  math,  and they wi l l  show you how they use 
the  numbers .  Think of  it  as  a  mutual  educat ional 
exper ience.

STARS classes  pr ide  them selves  on the 

le vel  of  commitment  we rece ive  f rom 

par tic ipating famil ies .



Pittston s e cond graders  emerge d as  ento-
mologists  as  their  c ater pi l lars  transforme d 
into chr ysal is es  and then Painte d L ady but-
terf l ies .
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By Shel ley  Chadwick,  Pit t ston School

W ashington Cross ing the  Delaware,  The 
Midnight  Ride  of  Paul  Revere,  and The 

C ounty  E lec t ion:  are  famous his tor ica l  paint ings 
f rom the Pic tur ing America  S er ies .  Pitts ton stu-
dents  see  a  di f ferent  piece  of  ar t  ever y  week as 
they enter  the  l ibrar y.  The col lec t ion was  a  grant 
received last  spr ing f rom the “We the  People” 
program of  the  Nat ional  Endowment  for  the  Hu-
manit ies .  Pic tur ing America  br ings  some of  our 
nat ion’s  most  s ignif icant  images  into  the  class-
room. It  of fers  a  way to  understand the  histor y 
of  America  through great  ar t is t ic  masterpieces .

Students  are  learning about  Paul  Revere  as  a 
s i lversmith,  as  wel l  as  his  importance  dur ing the 
American Revolut ion.  They see  things  in  The 
C ounty  Elect ion paint ing that  show rea l  d i f fer-
ences  to  today’s’  e lec t ions .

Plans  are  in  the  works  to  involve  the  s tudents 
in  a  week of  his tor y  through the  ar t .  Mrs .  Susi 
wi l l  do s imi lar  ar t  projec ts  and Mrs .  Packales 
wi l l  expose  the  s tudents  to  music  f rom histor ica l 
per iods  of  t ime.  Mrs .  Chadwick has  some stor ies 
and poems to  add to  this  exper ience.  We hope to 
v is it  For t  Western as  we immerse  our  s tudents 
in  his tor y.  Each classroom wil l  s tudy a  his tor ica l 

By Kathy Damon, grade 2 teacher,  Pittston School

S econd grade s tudents  at  Pitts ton S chool  be-
gan the  year  as  entomologists .  The f i rst  sc i-

ence  unit  about  the  l i fe  c ycle  of  a  Painted L ady 
butter f ly  a l lowed the  s tudents  the  opportunity 
to  work l ike  bug sc ient is ts . 

This  began with the  arr iva l  of  t iny  caterpi l -
lars  that  the  s tudents  obser ved through a l l  the 
s tages  of  their  l i fe  c ycle .  Af ter  making obser va-
t ions  the  s tudents  recorded their  data  in  sc ience 
journals .  The s tudents  were  ver y  excited to  see 
the  changes  that  the  caterpi l lar  went  through. 
The ant ic ipat ion was  great  as  they waited for  the 
butter f l ies  to  emerge  f rom the  chr ysa l ises . 

As  the  butter f l ies  unfolded their  wings  the 
chi ldren were  there  to  watch the  process .  The 
s tudents  cared for  the  new butter f l ies  for  a  few 
days  and then had a  specia l  re lease  day.  On that 
day the  chi ldren were  anxious  to  see  how their 
butter f l ies  would react  to  the  outs ide  world. 
As  a  par t  of  that  day  the  chi ldren wrote  s tor ies 
about  what  the  butter f l ies  would do af ter  being 
released and they enjoyed a  beaut i fu l  and del i -
c ious  butter f ly  cake.

paint ing that  cu lminates  with  the  classroom cur-
r iculum,  f rom the  Pic tur ing America  ser ies .  We 
wi l l  br ing histor y  to  l i fe  at  the  Pitts ton S chool !

Pittston School second graders become amateur entomologists

Grant brings famous historical artwork reproductions to Pittston students 

Pittston students  p os e  w ith a  repro duction 
of  John Sing leton C ople y ’s  Pau l  Re vere.  Ar t-
work is  cour tesy  of  a  National  Endow ment 
for  the  Humanities  grant .



B e verly  Kelm and her  therapy dogs  v isit 
students  at  Pittston S cho ol .  C hi ldren enjoy 
reading to  the  gentle,  fr iend ly  dogs.
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Pittston Welcomes Therapy Dogs!

By Shel ly  Simpson,  pr incipal

B everly  Kelm,  who recent ly  moved to  Pitts ton 
f rom New York,  i s  a  ret ired Elementar y  Mu-

sic  teacher.  She  has  been involved with the  Ad-
irondack High Peaks  Dog Training Club for  the 
past  12  years .  B ever ly  i s  the  proud mother  of 
three  therapy dogs ,  Lulu,  a  Dachshund/B eagle 
mix,  Buf f y,  a  40-pound mixed breed,  and Mo-
sey  a  Shiba Inu/Jack Russel l  Terr ier/Shelt ie  mix. 
These  three  dogs  vis it  Pitts ton S chool  at  least 
twice  a  week on a  rotat ional  bas is .  The s tudents 
earn t ime reading to  the  dogs  and look for ward 
to  their  v is its .  The dogs  are  ver y  good l i s teners .

Al l  of  these  dogs  were  rescued by B ev and have 
found a  wonderfu l  home in Pitts ton.  We are  de-
l ighted to  be  chosen as  their  second and adopted 
home.  B oth the  s taf f  and chi ldren a l ike  look for-
ward to  seeing them,  as  they cer tainly  add l i fe 
and spark to  our  day.

B ev and her  family  of  dogs  a lso  v is it  hospita ls 
and nursing homes,  where  they spread smiles 
and cheer.  We are  thr i l led  to  have  them as  mem-
bers  of  our  Pitts ton S chool  family,  hopeful ly  for 
a  long t ime to  come!

The Purpose of Chewonki

By Gabr iel le  Cooper,  grade  5 ,  Pit t ston School

I n October,  f i f th  graders  at  Pitts ton S chool 
went  to  Chewonki .  Chewonki  is  an area  with 

a  gulch,  which you cross  over,  and a  barn,  with 
many cl imbing act iv it ies . 

The purpose  of  Chewonki  was  to  help  with 
teamwork and leadership.  We worked on these 
ski l l s  by  doing fun yet  chal lenging games.  There 
was  no way to  accomplish the  tasks  without 
working together.  The barn and the  gulch a lso 
helped with sel f-conf idence.

Chewonki  was  helpful  because  it  taught  us 
ski l l s  we are  going to  need throughout  l i fe !

Chickadee Award book time  is here

By Shel ley  Chadwick,  Pit t ston School  Librar y 

K ids at  Pitts ton S chool  are  a lways  excited 
when we s tar t  reading the  Chickadee Award 

books ,  and they know it’s  t ime to  hear  one when 
they hear  the  Chickadee’s  ca l l .  The Maine Chi l-
dren’s  Choice  Pic ture  B ook Projec t  was  s tar ted 
s ix  years  ago,  and Pitts ton kids  have  enjoyed the 
projec t  for  f ive  years .

Ten pic ture  books ,  se lec ted by a  committee  of 
l ibrar ians  and l iterac y  profess ionals ,  are  pur-
chased for  the  l ibrar y.  S ome of  the  book selec-
t ions  are  f ic t ion,  l ike  The S ea  S erpent  and Me, 
one is  a  sc ience  book about  wolves  and another 
i s  10  Things  I  Can Do to  Help My World. 

When students  have  heard a l l  ten books ,  they 
vote  for  their  favor ite .  It’s  hard sometimes  to 
choose  only  one  book.  We have paper  ba l lots 
that  go in  the  specia l  chickadee  bal lot  box.  Votes 
f rom our  school  are  sent  to  the  Chickadee C om-
mittee  to  be  added to  the  over  12 ,000 votes  f rom 
other  e lementar y  schools  throughout  Maine.  The 
winning Chickadee Award book is  announced in 
Apri l .

You may have  heard the  s tate  winner  an-
nounced on local  news channels  dur ing the  f i rst 
two weeks  in  Apri l .  B e  sure  to  ask  your  chi ld 
which of  these  books  they especia l ly  enjoyed.

Pittston student  G abriel le  C o op er prep ares 
to  cross  the  gu lch at  C he wonk i.
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By Karen Moody,  pr incipal

S tudents ,  parents  and s taf f  are  so  ver y  grateful 
for  the  community  support  we have  received 

this  school  year!

First  Day of  S chool  Celebration
The year  began with our  second annual  “First 

Day of  S chool  C elebrat ion,”  organized by Kath-
er ine  Kol lman,  Gar-
diner  E lementar y 
Parent  Teacher  As-
sociat ion pres ident . 
The purpose  of  the 
ce lebrat ion is  to 
generate  widespread 
community  support 
of  schools  and edu-
cat ion as  wel l  as  to 
raise  awareness  of 
the  resources  avai l -
able  to  famil ies  in 
our  local  communi-
ty.  Our First  Day was 
a  huge success  and a 
great  way to  begin a 
posit ive  school  year!

The fol lowing area 
businesses  donated 

items for  the  First  Day :  Subway of  Gardiner, 
Bagel  Mainea,  Reny’s ,  Blue  Sky Baker y,  Movie 
Gal ler y,  R&B Dance C ompany,  Gardiner  Federal 
Credit  Union,  Ainsl ie’s  Market ,  Pasta’z ,  Kenne-
bec  Val ley  YMCA, Dunkin’  Donuts ,  Shaw’s ,  Tar-
get ,  The Vi l lage  Jeweler,  The Chi ldren’s  Discov-
er y  Museum, Mil ls tream Restaurant ,  A-1 Diner, 
Gerard’s  Pizza ,  Ol ive  Garden,  and Sam’s  Club. 

Community  Meet  & Greet
In addit ion,  on the  morning of  the  f i rst  day  of 

school ,  parents  enjoyed a  “meet  and greet”  t ime 
in  the  g ym with the  fol lowing local  community 
resources :  Maine Parent  Federat ion,  Gardiner 
Main Street ,  Gardiner  Music  B oosters ,  Gardin-
er  Rec ycl ing C ommittee,  Modern Woodmen of 
America ,  Healthy C ommunit ies  of  the  Capita l , 
B oys  & Gir ls  Club,  and Johnson Hal l  Per forming 
Arts  C enter,  Anthony Anderson (S chool  Health 
C oordinator) ,  Jim B ourque (S chool  C ounsel-
or) ,  Just in  Walton (S chool  Music  Teacher) ,  Jim 
Whalen (S chool  Physica l  Educat ion Teacher) , 
and Barbara  Gipson (S chool  L ibrar ian) . 

Many thanks  to  local  Cur ves  f itness  center  c l i -
ents  who donated boxes  and bags  of  school  sup-
pl ies .  Jess ica  Clark,  manager,  presented the  do-
nat ions  to  Mrs .  Moody.  The suppl ies  were  shared 
with a l l  our  community  schools  for  s tudents  in 

need.  Another  great  example  of  the  car ing school 
community  we truly  enjoy in  Gardiner!  Pic tures 
are  posted on our  school  website .

Fire  Prevention Awareness  Week
Students  enjoyed vis its  f rom Richard Tay-

lor  and Patr ick  Saucier  dur ing Fire  Prevent ion 
Awareness  Week in  October.  Richard Tay lor  i s 
the  S enior  Research and Planning Analyst  for 
Maine Fire  Marshal’s  Of f ice .  He presented a  f i re-
house  that  ident i f ied f i re  hazards  in  a  home.  The 
hazard would l ight  up and then that  room would 
f i l l  with  smoke.  Students  problem solved how to 
f ix  the  f i re  hazards . 

Gardiner  Fireman Patr ick  Saucier  v is ited to 
discuss  what  s tudents  should do in  case  of  a  f i re 
and to  show them what  a  f i reman looks  l ike  in 
ful l  uni form.  Fireman Saucier  returned af ter 
school  to  train teachers  to  safe ly  use  a  f i re  ex-
t inguisher.  These  presentat ions  were  engaging 
to  s tudents  and staf f ,  and ever yone learned ver y 
important  safety  t ips  as  wel l .  Again,  thank you 
to  these  community  resources!

Day of  Caring
In mid October,  s tudents  f rom Gardiner  High 

S chool  a lso  v is ited our  school  for  the  annual 
“Day of  Car ing .”  This  day is  about  s tudents  pro-
viding community  ser vice.  Students  f rom the 
high school  raked and moved wood chips  that 
had just  been del ivered on our  playgrounds. 
Their  help  was  ver y  much appreciated and made 
our  playgrounds safer.  Our  young adults  at  the 
high school  are  a  great  community  resource,  and 
we thank them for  a l l  their  hard work on that 
day!  The funding for  this  day  i s  provided by the 
fol lowing local  businesses :  EJP,  United Way,  G & 
E Roof ing,  mn studio,  92  Moose,  Charl ie’s  Mo-
tor  Mal l ,  Gardiner  Savings  Bank,  Key Bank,  JS 
McCarthy Pr inters ,  Ameripr ise  Financia l ,  L ajoie 
Brothers ,  Inc . ,  Pret iFlaher ty,  Ganneston C on-
struct ion C orp. ,  and Cross  Insurance.

Mural  contest
Then we got  craf ty  at  L aura  Richards!  Gerard’s 

Pizza  f rom downtown Gardiner  sponsored a 
mural  contest  for  our  s tudents .  Each classroom 
made a  mural  to  display  in  the  ver y  large  win-
dows of  Gerard’s .  C ommunity  members  voted 
each week on their  favor ite  c lass  mural ,  which 
were  displayed by grade level .  The mural  receiv-
ing the  most  votes  received a  pizza  par ty  f rom 
Gerard’s .  Al l  other  c lassrooms wi l l  receive  a  treat 
for  par t ic ipat ing .  The murals  were  ver y  creat ive 
and the  s tudents  enjoyed making them.  Thank 
you again to  Gerard’s  for  sponsor ing this  event!

C ommunity  Supp or t  continue d on p age 21 

Patrick  Saucier,  a 
G ardiner  f iref ig hter, 
donne d his  fu l l  uni-
form at  L aura E.  R ich-
ards  S cho ol  during Fire 
Pre vention Awareness 
We ek.

Community support enriches student experience at Laura E. Richards School
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By Barbara Gipson,  l ibrar ian

T he students  at  the  LER school  have  been 
learning to  use  their  school  l ibrar y  t ime ap-

propr iate ly  with  emphasis  on how to  safe ly  care 
for  l ibrar y  books .  In  addit ion to  these  ski l l  les-
sons ,  they  have  been learning about  several  of 
Maine’s  fa l l  creatures ,  such as  the  miraculous 
journeys  of  the  monarch butter f ly,  the  Canada 

Celebrating friendship with a 
Miss Spider tea party

By Marie  Tarr io

T he kindergar ten classes  at  the 
L aura  E.  Richards  S chool  ce lebrat-

ed f r iendship with a  Miss  Spider’s  Tea 
Par ty,  based on a  book of  the  same 
name by David Kirk.  Students  were 
bugg y with excitement  as  they dressed 
up as  their  favor ite  insect .  The s tu-
dents  pract iced using their  manners 
as  they ser ved each other  apple  juice 
f rom teapots .  They a lso  enjoyed a  pa-
rade where  they were  able  to  show of f 
their  costumes and make insect  nois-
es .  Mrs .  Carey,  Mrs .  Michaud,  Mrs . 
Tarr io  and Mrs .  Grant  worked col-
laborat ively  to  promote  f r iendship at 
L aura  E.  Richards .  Fr iendship is  one 
of  our  super  kid  ski l l s .

LER first grade makes murals 
as part of weather studies 

By LER grade 1  teachers

T he f irst  graders  at  LER have been 
engaged in  a  yearlong study of 

the  weather.  We read,  wr ite  and ta lk 
about  the  changing seasons ,  graph the 
weather  throughout  each month,  and 
consider  the  ways  the  weather  c ycles 
af fec t  our  dai ly  l ives .  When it  was  our 
turn to  display  murals  at  Gerard’s  Piz-
za  on Water  Street  in  Gardiner,  each 
class  chose  a  tree.  On our  murals  we 
showed how our  trees  look in  the  fa l l . 
Mrs .  C ockrel l’s  c lass  made a  beech,  Ms. 
Clar y ’s  c lass  an oak,  Ms.  Whitman’s 
c lass  a  maple  and Mrs.  Malcolm’s  c lass 
a  white  pine. 

1 

L aura E.  R ichards  S cho ol  k indergar teners  enjoy a  tea 
p ar ty  inspire d by the  b o ok Mi ss  Spider ’s  Tea Par t y .

First  graders  at  L aura E.  R ichards  S cho ol  show off  mu-
rals  the y made as  p ar t  of  their  study of  weather  c ycles . 
The murals  were  displaye d in dow ntow n G ardiner.

goose  and common loon.  During November  and 
December,  s tudents  learned about  the  white-
tai led deer  and our  s tate  of  Maine animal ,  the 
moose.  Each two-week lesson comprises  interac-
t ive  maps,  poster-s ized puzzles ,  char ts ,  hands-
on items and a  s tor y  to  compliment  the  lesson. 
Integrat ing l ibrar y  ski l l s  with  fun-fact  lessons 
adds  an e lement  of  excitement  for  each student .

Laura E. Richards learn about Maine insects & birds during library time
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By Stephanie  Radcli f f

H ow many years  did  it  take  Leonardo da 
Vinci  to  paint  Mona Lisa’s  l ips?  What  was 

the  f i rst  word Helen Kel ler  learned to  s ign?  Stu-
dents  in  Mrs .  Nickerson’s  four th grade class  and 
Ms.  R adcl i f f ’s  second grade class  have  learned 
the  answers  to  these  quest ions  and more as  they 
worked on biographies .  Together,  these  two 
classes  have  worked on a  cross-grade unit  br ing-
ing famous people  to  l i fe .  Each second grader 
was  teamed with a  four th grader  and the  team 
became immersed in  the  l i fe  of  a  person who 
captured their  interest .

Librar y scavenger  hunt
The unit  began with a  scavenger  hunt  of  the 

biography sec t ion of  Helen Thompson S chool’s 
l ibrar y.  Students  were  asked to  f ind biographies 
according to  cer tain  cr iter ia :  a  biography about 
a  chi ld,  a  biography about  a  person f rom spor ts , 
e tc .  This  was  a  great  way to  get  the  s tudents  fa-
mil iar  with  some of  the  interest ing people  they 
could learn about .  Af ter  the  scavenger  hunt ,  the 
buddies  had to  choose  a  person to  learn more 
about .  Pairs  chose  a  wide  var iety  of  people  f rom 
Helen Kel ler  to  Tom Hanks,  George  Washington 
to  Ger trude Ederle !

Students  researched their  person var ious 
ways .  Each group read a  book about  the  person; 
some groups  used the  Internet  to  f ind more in-

terest ing  facts  about  their  person and st i l l  other 
groups  learned about  their  person through vid-
eos .  Through the  use  of  technolog y,  s tudents 
were  able  to  see  the  reenactment  of  Rosa  Parks 
refusing to  g ive  up her  seat  on the  bus ,  re l ive 
how f rustrat ing it  was  for  Helen Kel ler  as  a  chi ld 
to  not  be  able  to  communicate ,  and look at  some 
of  Leonardo da Vinci’s  endless  journal  pages . 

Biography web
Each pair  of  s tudents ,  had to  put  together  a 

three-par t  projec t  af ter  recording their  informa-
t ion on a  Biography Web:

1 .  A t imel ine  of  the  person’s  l i fe , 

2 .  A paragraph about  the  person,  and 

3 .  A presentat ion to  the  group. 

Students  chose  how they wanted to  present 
their  information.  S ome students  dressed up 
as  their  subject  and had their  buddy inter view 
them.  Others  made a  Keynote  presentat ion.  St i l l 
other  groups  made posters ,  cerea l  box adver t ise-
ments ,  or  used videos  found on the  Internet  to 
te l l  about  their  person.  Students  even enjoyed a 
piece  of  “ Thunder  Cake”  af ter  hear ing about  Pa-
tr ic ia  Polacco and l i s tening to  one of  her  s tor ies 
on Stor y l ine  Online,  a  website  f rom the  S creen 
Actors Guild where actors read children’s literature.

By working together,  s tudents  of  var y-
ing background knowledge,  readiness , 
preferences  in  learning,  and interests 
were  able  to  grow and exper ience  indi-
vidual  success  in  their  learning.

Biographies spring to life in cross-grade unit at Helen Thompson School

Famous Biographies
Jaime Fr ye  and Mi k ay la  Palmer, 
students  at  Helen Thomps on 
S cho ol ,  pres ent  their  biography 
res earch to  c lassmates.  Their  re-
s earch to ok them to the  s cho ol  l i -
brar y  and to  the  Internet .  Students 
worke d in p airs  and pro duce d a 
t imeline  of  the  p ers on’s  l i fe,  a 
p aragraph ab out  the  p ers on and a 
pres entation to  the  c lass .
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Helen Thomps on S cho ol  teachers  me et  in  a  l i terac y  study group 
w ith Tit le  1  L iterac y  Sp e cial ist  Wendy Oak le y  to  generate  ne w 
ideas  for  improv ing student  l i terac y  sk i l ls .
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By Wendy Oakley,  Tit le  I  l i teracy  spec iali st

O n the f irst  Monday of  each month,  teach-
ers  at  Helen Thompson Elementar y  S chool 

gather  af ter  school  to  discuss  a  profess ional  ar-
t ic le .  The Tit le  I  l i terac y  specia l i s t  ( that’s  me) 
dis tr ibutes  a  reading several  weeks  in  advance, 
and teachers  come prepared to  chat  about  a  topic 
re lat ing to  l i terac y. 

The ar t ic le  provides  a  jumping-of f  point  – 
some common mater ia l  to  ponder  and react  to. 
This  i s  a  chance to  share  and bounce ideas  of f 
each other ;  an informal  t ime to  get  together, 
nibble  on a  snack and think about  c lassroom 
pract ices . 

Vo cabular y and read aloud books

This  month we watched a  shor t  DVD cl ip 
about  vocabular y  instruct ion together.  Since  it 
i s  nearly  impossible  to  car ve  out  t ime dur ing a 
c lassroom teacher’s  busy day for  anything ( that 
i s ,  when they’re  not  direc t ly  with  the  s tudents) 
beyond pract ica l  planning,  mater ia ls  prepara-
t ion and meet ings ,  these  teachers  take  t ime once 
a  month at  the  end of  the  day for  this  profes-
s ional  learning community. 

In  October,  our  f i rst  topic  was  read a louds ; 
in  November  and December  we discussed vo-
cabular y.  Then we moved on to  cover  spel l ing, 
comprehension,  f luenc y and other  e lements  of 
l i terac y.

It  has  been r ich Penny Jessop,  f i rst  grade 

teacher,  of fers  this :  “Our l iterac y  s tudy group 

is  a  wonderfu l  opportunity  to  get  together  and 

have  conversat ions  about  a  wide  var iety  of  l i t -

erac y  components .  It  s t imulates  new ideas  and 

focal  points  and reminds me of  things  I ’ve  done 

in  the  past .  The readings  and meet ings  are  man-

ageable  and a l low us  to  grow profess ional ly.  It 

provides  us  with  a  col laborat ive  t ime for  shar-

ing techniques  and mater ia ls .  I ’m real ly  enjoy-

ing it !”

Mounds of  material

S ometimes  the  amount  of  mater ia l  out  there  in 

the  profess ional  l i terature  i s  over whelming:  how 

does  a  c lassroom teacher  sor t  through and even 

decide  what  ar t ic les  f rom which profess ional 

journals  deser ve  our  attent ion? 

As  a  l i terac y  specia l i s t ,  one 

of  the  things  I  can do is  s i f t 

through to  f ind concise , 

readable  and valuable  wr it-

ing to  of fer  these  teachers , 

so  that  they can get  to  the 

essence ef f ic ient ly.  I  am 

inspired by the  thoughtful 

comments  and quest ions 

that  come up as  teachers 

ref lec t  upon their  reading 

and connect  an author’s 

ideas  to  their  own expe-

r iences  within the  Helen 

Thompson classrooms. 

While  teachers  enjoy the 

opportunity  to  meet  and 

discuss  topics ,  the  s tudents 

end up being the  benefac-

tors !

Literacy study g roup i s  a  wonder f ul

oppor tunit y  to  converse  about  a  w ide 

var iet y  of  l iteracy  components .  It 

st imulates  ne w ideas  and focal  points .

Teachers’ literacy study group at Helen Thompson supports classroom eff orts
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By Julie  Wentzel ,  l ibrar ian

P ictur ing America  te l l s  the  s tor y  of  America 
through its  ar t .  The Nat ional  Endowment 

for  the  Humanit ies  (NEH) developed Pic tur-
ing America  as  a  tool  to  teach American histor y 
to  s tudents .  It  features  40 works  of  ar t ,  rang-
ing f rom ear ly  American Indian ar t is ts  to  paint-
ers  and photographers  down through histor y.  In 
col laborat ion with the  American Librar y  Asso-
ciat ion,  the  NEH is  dis tr ibut ing large  reproduc-
t ions  of  their  works  a long with mater ia ls ,  ac t iv i-
t ies  and lesson plans .

Vir tual  histor y tour
B eginning in  November,  our  third,  four th 

and f i f th  grades  began their  v ir tual  his tor y  tour 
with a  Gi lber t  Stuar t’s  1796 por trait  of  George 
Washington and then Emanuel  Leutze’s ,  Wash-
ington Cross ing the  Delaware,  painted in  1851. 
The s tudents  learned about  Gi lber t  Stuar t’s  l i fe 
and what  it  was  l ike  to  paint  an oi l  por trait  of 
an American hero,  General  George  Washington. 
They learned that  the  or iginal  por trait  hangs 
in  the  Nat ional  Por trait  Gal ler y,  at  the  Smith-
sonian Inst itut ion,  Washington,  D.C. ,  whi le  the 
or iginal  of  Washington Cross ing the  Delaware  i s 
in  the  Metropol itan Museum of  Art  in  New York.  

The s tudents  were  interested in  the  detai ls 
of  each paint ing .  They discussed what  type  of 

Artwork inspires students through a visual tour of our nation’s history

clothing,  hairs ty le  and facia l  features  that  Stuar t 
tr ied to  show in his  paint ing of  Washington.  The 
s tudents  were  interested in  the  real  man,  not 
the  myth.  Af ter  some research,  we found that 
Washington never  wore  a  wig  but  powdered his 
hair  white .  He didn’t  l ike  his  smile  because  of 
his  miss ing teeth and that  his  dentures  were  not 
made of  wood (as  i s  of ten told)  but  of  animal 
ivor y  and human teeth. 

In  l ibrar y  class  Mrs .  Luken’s  third grade s tu-
dents  were  excited to  wr ite  and i l lustrate  their 

thoughts  about  the  events ,  por traits ,  and fac ts 
about  George  Washington that  they discovered 
dur ing the  lesson.  Kiara  Goggin l iked Leutze’s 
paint ing ,  Washington Cross ing the  Delaware. 

“I  l ike  how they’re  wear ing red,”  Goggin said. 
“I  l ike  it  because  it’s  a  s ign of  courage  and it’s 
beaut i fu l .”  In  fac t ,  Leutze  used the  color  red to 
draw our  eyes  to  General  Washington showing 
leadership and courage.

Mak ing connec tions
The students  were  fascinated to  discover  a 

Maine connect ion to  General  Washington as 
wel l .  They learned that  the  last  sur viv ing mem-
ber  of  General  Washington’s  L i fe  Guard,  Cap-
tain Nathanie l  B err y  was  bur ied in  Maple  Grove 
C emeter y  in  R andolph.  B err y  was  born in  1755, 
l ived in  Pitts ton,  and joined the  army in  B oston 
in  1777.  In  1778 he  became a  member  of  the  L i fe 
Guard,  whose  members  Washington expected to 
be  at  least  5 ’  10”  ta l l ,  educated and f it .  B err y 
ser ved at  Ticonderoga,  Saratoga,  Whitmarch and 
Val ley  Forge.

B err y  was  honorably  discharged in  1780.  He 
returned to  Pitts ton,  where  he  died August  1850 
at  the  age  of  94 .  A trunk f i l led  with his  personal 
belongings  contained a  newspaper  c l ipping of 
Pres ident  Washington’s  obituar y  of  1799.  The 
records  show that  Captain B err y  received fu-
neral  obser vances  of  a  magnitude never  before 
attempted in  Maine. 

The s tudents  are  eager  to  learn more about  our 
countr y ’s  his tor y  with this  wonderfu l  tour  of  v i-
sual  ar t .  Through this  g i f t  of  the  Nat ional  En-
dowment  for  the  Humanit ies ,  s tudents  may see 
important  ar twork “up close  and personal .”

Students  were  interested in  Washing ton, 
the  real  man,  not  the  my th.

Kiara G oggin l i ke d the  re d c lothing 
picture d in Emanuel  L eutz e’  p ainting 
of  Washington crossing the  Delaware 
R iver  w ith his  tro ops.  The ar twork of 
the  G erman-b orn,  Americ an Romantic 
p ainter  is  p ar t  of  the  Picturing Amer-
ic a  s eries  coming to  s cho ols  under 
funding from the National  Endow ment 
for  the  Humanities .
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By Donna McGibney,  pr incipal

T here’s  an old  saying about  a  runner  that  i s 
so  far  behind ever yone e lse  that  he  thinks 

he  i s  in  the  lead.  That’s  a  pretty  good descr ip-
t ion of  how l i fe  sometimes  fee ls  as  a  pr incipal ! 
There  are  so  ver y  many programs and proposals , 
opportunit ies  and opt ions ,  s tudies  and students 
that  come my way ever y  day that  sometimes  I 
just  don’t  know where  I  am in the  great  scheme 
of  things .

Ever y day is  unique
The wonderfu l  par t  of  being a  pr incipal  i s  that 

ever y  s ing le  day i s  unique.  The t i r ing par t  of  be-
ing a  pr incipal  i s  that  ever y  s ing le  day is  unique. 
There  i s  no automatic  pi lot  sett ing for  pr inci-
pals .  We are  expected to  be  both Gir l  S couts 
(a lways  prepared)  and First  Responders  (ever 
ready) .  We are  expected to  be  wel l  read though 
most  days  of fer  no t ime to  eat ,  le t  a lone read.  We 
are  expected to  know the  programs that  are  con-
s idered cutt ing edge when we of ten don’t  have 
t ime to  open the  profess ional  magazines  that 
land in  our  mai lboxes .  Our days  are  f i l led  with 
mini-emergencies ,  long-range planning and dai-
ly  responsibi l it ies .

Change is  a  constant  in  education 
And so it  goes .  The ver y  things  that  make this 

posit ion del ight fu l  can a lso  make it  exhaust ing. 
While  some things  remain pretty  constant ,  l ike 
parents  want ing the  best  for  their  chi ldren;  chi l -
dren want ing to  be  treated as  adults  (even when 
they ac t  l ike  chi ldren) ;  teachers  of fer ing each 
student  an opportunity  to  shine;  custodians  tak-
ing pr ide  in  “their”  bui ldings ;  educat ion can of-
ten fee l  l ike  it’s  spinning out  of  control .  What 
worked just  ten years  ago is  now considered ob-

solete .  What  exper ts  were  support ing f ive  years 
ago may now be considered unrel iable .

Small  school,  big hear t
Helen Thompson is  l ike  many other  commu-

nity  schools .  We are  the  apple  of  our  commu-
nity ’s  eye.  We are  a  smal l  school  with  a  big  hear t ; 
a  group of  adults  loving a  sea  of  s tudents .  Due 
to  our  increased enrol lment ,  we have  had to  be 
creat ive  with  our  physica l  fac i l i ty.  Due to  our 
knowledge of  our  s tudents ,  we have  tweaked this 
program and reorganized that  one.  When oppor-
tunit ies  have  come to  upgrade computers ,  gather 
data  f rom students ,  par t ic ipate  in  ac ts  of  k ind-
ness ,  work with s tudents  in  smal l  groups  ca l led 
Academic  Tutor ia l ,  or  create  a  Reading L ab for 
s truggl ing readers ,  we have  done a l l  that  we 
could to  make it  happen. 

Oppor tunit ies  bring demands
Each opportunity,  no matter  how excit ing , 

comes with its  own demands.  We may have  to 
move furniture  or  people,  add more training to 
our  arsenal ,  rethink our  pr ior it ies  or  just  buck-
le  down and do what  needs  to  be  done . . .  for 
the  sake  of  the  s tudents .  S o,  when you hear  of  a 
new program coming to  your  chi ld’s  school ,  s top 
for  a  moment  and consider  what  the  adults  have 
done to  make that  happen and to  make it  prof it-
able  for  the  s tudents .

Are  there  wonderfu l ,  new things  happening 
in  this  dis tr ic t?  Absolute ly  . . .  and we want  the 
absolute  best  for  our  s tudents .  Even in  di f f i -
cult  budget  t imes ,  we dare  to  be  l ike  the  run-
ner  ment ioned in  the  f i rst  paragraph.  Whether 
at  the  back of  the  pack or  the  f ront ,  we keep on 
moving,  heading toward the  goal :   a  sol id  educa-
t ional  opportunity  for  ever y  s tudent .

Helen Thompson School: The apple of our community’s eye

Community support for Laura E. Richards School
C ontinue d from p age 16 

Family  Violence Prevention
More community  resources  came to  us  in  No-

vember  f rom Hil lar y  Hopkins ,  Abuse  Prevent ion 
Educator  with  the  Family  Violence  Program.  Ms. 
Hopkins  v is ited classrooms to  present  the  pro-
grams “B ear  Thoughts”  and “Hands Are  Not  for 
Hitt ing.”  Students  in  the  Four  Year  Old program 
received s tuf fed bears  af ter  the  presentat ion and 
kindergar ten through second grade s tudents 
made murals ,  pledging not  to  use  their  hands 
for  hitt ing .  These  programs cer tainly  promoted 

safety  messages  for  our  chi ldren!
As the  school  year  progresses  we cont inue to 

be  so  thankful  for  our  support ive  community. 
Just  recent ly  the  First  Bapt is t  Church donated 
lots  of  mittens  and a  parent  dropped of f  a  bag-
fu l  of  c lothes  for  chi ldren in  need at  our  school . 
As  Pr incipal  of  L aura  Richards  I  want  to  express 
our  s incere  grat itude to  a l l  who have  supported 
our  school ,  s tudents ,  and staf f !  Not  only  do you 
support  our  school ,  but  you help our  s tudents 
come to  school  ready to  learn.  Thank you!
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By Val  Moran

A new sensor y motor  program has  been init i -
ated throughout  the  dis tr ic t .  Valer ie  Moran, 

our  dis tr ic t’s  occupat ional  therapist ,  has  provid-
ed training to  our  s taf f ,  including ed.  techs .  and 
Specia l  Educat ion s taf f ,  and thanks  to  a  grant 
wr itten by Peg Long,  has  provided an abundance 
of  mater ia l  and equipment  to  the  e lementar y 
schools . 

The program ass is ts  s tudents  who are  chal-

lenged with maintaining their  behavior  and 
their  bodies  in  an appropr iate  manner  within 
the  classroom throughout  the  school  day.  Move-
ment  breaks  outs ide  the  classroom are  scheduled 
regular ly  to  a l low our  s tudents  a  chance to  re-
energize  t i red postural  muscles ,  re lease  pent  up 
energ y,  and regain control  of  their  emot ional 
s tates .

Movement  breaks  outside  the  classroom are  scheduled reg ularly  to  al low our  students 

a  chance  to  re-energ iz e  t ired postural  mu scles ,  release  pent  up energ y,  and regain 

control  of  the ir  emotional  states .

New sensory motor program introduced at MSAD #11 elementary schools

S ensor y  s trategies  are  a lso  ut i l ized within the 
classroom, such as  the  use  of  a  “wigg le  cushion” 
to  s it  on to  ass is t  with  s itt ing posture  and atten-
t ion,  “f idget  items”  to  hold on to  dur ing focused 
l i s tening t imes ,  and adapt ive  seat ing for  those 
who are  chal lenged with maintaining their  s it -
t ing posture  within their  own space.

There  has  been an over whelmingly  posit ive 
response  to  the  training and the  program.  “Fi-

nal ly,  information and techniques  that  we can 
use  immediately,”  said  one s taf f  member.  Teach-
ers  and ed.  techs .  enjoy ass is t ing their  s tudents 
with  their  sensor y  motor  programs.

“Such s imple  ac t iv it ies ,  but  they rea l ly  work!” 
Students  are  able  to  par t ic ipate  in  c lass  in  a 
more  posit ive  manner,  with  improved focus  and 
attent ion to  their  learning.

Del k ius  Jacks on,  grade 1,  b ounces  on the 
mini-tramp oline to  releas e  excess  energ y.  Ja-
mie  Johns on rol ls  the  b al l  over  Del k ius  and 
he pushes  against  the  stretchy sack;  b oth are 
to  prov ide c a lming,  de ep pressure  input .
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By RayeAnne DeSoto

H ave you ever  bui lt  a  model  out  of  LEGOs 
only  to  accidental ly  drop it  and have  it  ex-

plode into  hundreds  of  l i t t le  pieces?  What  do 
you do?  Throw a  tantrum,  throw out  the  LEGOs 
or  rebui ld  your  model  s tronger  and faster  then 
the  one before. 

This  i s  only  one of  the  chal lenges  faced by our 
Robotics  Team members  each week.  FLL chal-
lenges  s tudents  to  problem solve,  think creat ive-
ly  and develop a  great  deal  of  teamwork as  they 
bui ld  and program their  robots  to  per form var i-
ous  miss ions  on the  competit ion table . 

MSAD 11 sent  four  teams to  the  10th Annual 
FIRST Lego League Championship at  the  Au-
gusta  Civic  C enter  in  December.  The Madeat-
ers ,  F laming Blue  Pants ,  The Cyborgs  and the 
G-Town Decimators  ( team names)  were  a  mix of 

M SAD #11 seeks  to  ensure  that  a l l  chi ldren 
within it s  jur isdic t ion are  ident i f ied,  locat-

ed and evaluated who are  school-age  5  through 
the  school  year  in  which they turn 20 and who 
are  in  need of  specia l  educat ion and support ive 
ass is tance -  including homeless  chi ldren,  s tate 
wards ,  s tate  agenc y cl ients ,  s tudents  who have 
been suspended or  expel led,  chi ldren attend-
ing pr ivate  schools  receiving home instruct ion, 
chi ldren incarcerated in  county  jai l s ,  chi ldren 
who have the  equivalent  of  10  ful l  days  of  unex-
cused absences  or  7  consecut ive  school  days  of 
unexcused absences  dur ing a  school  year,  highly 
mobi le  chi ldren ( including migrant  or  home-
less) ,  and chi ldren who are  suspected of  being 
disabled and in  need of  specia l  educat ion and 
support ive  ass is tance even though they are  ad-
vancing f rom grade to  grade.

The school  unit’s  chi ld  f ind responsibi l ity 
shal l  be  accomplished through a  unit  wide  pro-
cess  which,  whi le  not  a  def init ive  or  f inal  judg-
ment  of  a  s tudent’s  capabi l it ies  or  disabi l ity,  i s 
a  poss ible  indicator  of  specia l  educat ion needs .  
F inal  ident i f icat ion of  s tudents  with  disabi l it ies 
and programming for  such students  occurs  only 
af ter  an appropr iate  evaluat ion and a  determi-
nat ion by the  IEP team.

This  chi ld  f ind process  shal l  include obtaining 
data  on each chi ld  through mult iple  measures , 
d irec t  assessment ,  and parent  information re-
garding the  chi ld’s  academic  and funct ional  per-
formance,  gross  and f ine  motor  ski l l s ,  recept ive 
and express ive  language ski l l s ,  v is ion,  hear ing 

and cognit ive  ski l l s .  MSAD #11 may schedule 
chi ld  f ind act iv it ies  dur ing it s  annual  k indergar-
ten enrol lment  to  ass is t  in  planning for  neces-
sar y  specia l  educat ion and related ser vice  at  the 
s tar t  of  the  school  year.   If  screening occurs  in 
the  spr ing pr ior  to  school  entr y,  RSU #11 wi l l 
re fer  the  chi ld  to  the  regional  CDS s ite  within 
10 school  days .

If  the  chi ld  f ind process  indicates  that  a  s tu-
dent  may require  specia l  educat ion and sup-
port ive  ser vices  in  order  to  benef it  f rom regular 
educat ion,  the  s tudent  shal l  be  referred to  the 
IEP Team to  determine the  s tudent’s  e l ig ibi l ity 
for  specia l  educat ion ser vices .

S chool  s taf f ,  parents ,  or  agenc y representa-
t ives  or  other  individuals  with  knowledge of  the 
chi ld  may refer  chi ldren to  the  IEP team i f  they 
bel ieve  that  the  s tudent ,  because  of  a  disabi l ity, 
may be  in  need of  specia l  educat ion and sup-
port ive  ser vices  in  order  to  benef it  f rom regu-
lar  educat ion.   Such a  referra l  should fol low the 
school  unit’s  pre-referra l  and referra l  pol ic y.

References :
34  CFR ss  300.125 (1999) ;Ch.  101 ss  7 .1-7 .10 
(1999)  (Me.  Dept .  of  Ed.  Rules)
34 CFR ss  300.111 (2006) ;  ME.  Dept .  of  Educa-
t ion Reg.  ch.  101.IV(2)  2008

Adopted:  Apri l  7 ,  1994
Revised:  November  4 ,  2004;  May 3 ,  2007;  De-
cember  3 ,  2009.

s tudents ,  ages  9-14,  represent ing Helen Thomp-
son,  Hamlin,  Pitts ton,  River  View and the  Gar-
diner  Regional  Middle  S chool .  They competed 
against  50  other  teams f rom around the  State . 

This  year’s  theme was  SmartMove and in-
volved the  teams learning about  transporta-
t ion issues  in  their  communit ies  and around the 
world.  Each team def ined a  transportat ion is-
sue  or  problem,  researched the  topic ,  proposed 
a  poss ible  solut ion and repor ted their  f indings 
back to  the  community. 

The teams a lso  bui lt  and programmed LEGO 
Robots  to  compete  on a  playing f ie ld  where  they 
had to  ac t ivate  a  crash test  vehicle ,  de l iver  a 
container  of  people  out  onto the  playing f ie ld, 
navigate  the  course,  dr ive  onto a  br idge,  and 
other  transportat ion related miss ions .

MSAD #11 Child Find Policy for Special Education and Supportive Aid

LEGO Robotics  Team: We build,  we learn,  we play!
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Brain Quest: Using our 5 senses

By Marla  Morgan

I f you had to  des ign your  brain using your  f ive 
senses ,  what  would it  look,  fee l ,  taste ,  sound 

and smel l  l ike?  This  was  the  quest ion posed to 
our  R .E.A.C.H.  grade 3 ,  4  and 5  s tudents .  Stu-
dents  were  chal lenged to  think of  their  brain us-
ing their  f ive  senses  and then asked to  br ing in 
four  or  f ive  items f rom home that  they fe lt  rep-
resented their  brain. 

Students  brought  in  s imple  items,  but  their 
connect ions  were  amazing.  One s tudent  brought 
in  a  hammer to  represent  s trong convic t ions ,  an-
other  an airplane s igni f y ing soar ing enthusiasm. 
C olored papercl ips  hooked together  represented 
creat iv ity,  an Oreo cookie  represented the  f la-
vor  of  another  brain.  Did you know your  brain 
could be  shaped l ike  a  sea  tur t le?  Or it  could 
smel l  l ike  grease,  a  t ropica l  i s land,  oranges  or 
buttered popcorn?

Our discuss ion led us  to  i l lustrat ing our  brain. 
Many chose  to  create  rooms in  their  brain com-
par tmental iz ing who they are  and what  they love. 
Brains  became footbal ls ,  batt le f ie lds ,  animals  or 
cast les  with  l ibrar ies ,  spor t/exercise  centers  or 
computer  control  panels .  Music  f i l led  brains  and 
a  motor  running s igni f ied the  brain at  work. 

St imulat ing our  senses  and using creat iv ity, 
even though we are  not  a l l  creat ive,  encouraged 
students  to  REACH beyond what  i s  comfor t-

able  exercis ing their  brains .  We gained under-
standing through discuss ion and reading about 
the  important  par ts  of  our  brain,  the  cerebrum, 
cerebel lum and brain s tem and how dif ferent 
par ts  of  our  brains  a l low us  to  run,  laugh,  speak, 
wr ite ,  think and understand. 

Delv ing fur ther  into  the  funct ion and appear-
ance  of  the  bi l l ions  of  neurons  in  our  brains 
proved enl ightening for  us  a l l .  The l ightning 
speed of  the  mil l ions  of  s ignals  that  pass  f rom 
our  brain to  other  par ts  of  our  bodies  in  mere 
seconds astounded the  s tudents .

Writ ing about  our  brain became the  next  chal-
lenge.  Students  could choose  their  wr it ing form: 
poem,  shor t  s tor y,  brochure,  adver t isement ,  in-
ter view,  etc .  Those  who chose  to  wr ite  a  rhyming 
poem,  we entered in  the  2010 Neuroscience  For 
Kids  Poetr y  Writ ing C ontest .

Our Brain Quest  cu lminated with Mark C oo-
per,  M.D. ,  leading a  discuss ion at  our  dis tr ic t 
R .E.A.C.H.  Day increasing the  s tudents’  under-
standing of  brain funct ion and how mental ly  ex-
ercis ing the  brain can make it  s tronger.  Eager ly, 
our  s tudents  added insight  and asked probing 
quest ions . 

What  better  way to  end any event  than with 
food?  Students  feasted on oranges ,  f ruit  snacks , 
cheese,  Oreos ,  t rai l  mix  and popcorn –  foods 
that  they had used to  descr ibe  their  brains!  S o. . .
what  does  YOUR brain look,  taste ,  fee l ,  smel l 
and sound l ike?

T he Neuroscience  for  Kids  website  held  a 
Nat ional  Poetr y  Writ ing C ontest  about  the 

brain.  Submiss ions  for  grades  3-5  had to  be  a 
rhyming poem of  no longer  than 10 l ines .  We 
would l ike  to  congratulate  Gino Valera ,  who at-
tends  River  View C ommunity  S chool .  His  poem 
was  se lec ted as  a  winner  in  this  contest .  Way to 
use  your  brain,  Gino.  Here  is  his  winning poem:

My brain i s  big,
My brain i s  strong,
My brain i s  f ul l  of  neuron s.
It  helps  me think,
It  helps  me dance,
It  helps  me put  on my pants .
It  thinks  about  blue,
It  thinks  about  red,
It  know e ver y thing that ’s  going on
in side  of  my head.

Gino Valera  holds  his  priz e  w inning entr y 
in  the  Neuros cience  for  Kids  p o etr y  contest .

River View Community School student 
a winner in national poetry contest
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By Jim Bourque and Joan Tour telot te

T he Elementar y  Guidance program is  do-
ing excit ing things  with  your  chi ldren.  We, 

Jim B ourque and Joan Tourtelotte ,  use  what  are 
ca l led  the  “Super  Kid Ski l l s”  to  bui ld  on the 
training you give  your  chi ldren at  home.  We fo-
cus  on character  traits  l ike  responsibi l ity,  car-
ing,  respect ,  problem solv ing,  posit ive  att itude, 
being a  qual ity  worker,  teamwork,  honesty,  be-
ing an ef fec t ive  communicator  and c it izenship.  
We use  many di f ferent  teaching tools  to  impress 
these  traits  upon your  chi ldren and we’d  l ike  to 
share  some information on a  few of  the  programs 
we have  going on r ight  now.

Pennies  for  Peace
The students  of  Helen Thompson and the  sec-

ond graders  at  TC Hamlin were  introduced to 
the  Pennies  for  Peace  program this  year  af ter 
their  teachers  showed an interest  in  it .  This  i s 
an internat ional  program that  invites  chi ldren 
to  donate  pennies  only  to  Pennies  for  Peace, 
which then uses  the  money to  bui ld  and fund 
schools  in  underdeveloped countr ies ,  especia l ly 
those  where  terror is ts  l ike  to  recruit  uneducated 
youngsters .  Students  were  shown educat ional 
v ideos  of  the  dai ly  l i fe  of  chi ldren in  some of 
the  countr ies  that  we wi l l  be  helping .  Af ter  only 
a  month we had col lec ted $105.70.  That’s  more 
than 10,000 pennies !

Fil l ing the bucket
All  s tudents  at  Pitts ton,  Helen Thompson and 

the  upper  grades  at  TC Hamlin were  taught  the 
concept  of  “bucket  f i l l ing .”  Bas ica l ly,  we a l l  have 
a  “bucket ,”  a  place  where  we keep good thoughts 
and fee l ings  about  ourse lves ,  and that  “bucket” 
gets  “f i l led”  when someone does  or  says  some-
thing nice  to  us .  The real ly  incredible  thing is 
that  when we do or  say  something nice  to  some-
one e lse  it  not  only  “f i l l s  their  bucket”  but  our 
own as  wel l .  When we are  mean or  unfair  we 
are  ac t ing l ike  “bucket  dippers”  and nobody’s 
“bucket”  gets  “f i l led”  that  way.  

This  lesson,  and the  cont inuing discuss ions  it 
lends  itse l f  to,  has  s tudents  ta lking about  their 
own and others’  behavior  –  even characters  in 
books  –  and looking for  ways  to  f i l l  others’  buck-
ets  and recognizing when others  f i l l  theirs .  If 
your  chi ld  came home with a  pic ture  of  a  bucket 
that  they colored or  one that  was  f i l led  to  the 
br im with compliments  wr itten by classmates , 
please  ask  them about  “bucket  f i l l ing .”  You wi l l 
f ind lots  of  mater ia l  for  dinner t ime future  con-
versat ions .

Kelso the Frog
Kelso the  Frog has  been making the  rounds of 

the  e lementar y  schools  teaching chi ldren strat-
egies  for  solv ing smal l  problems and interper-
sonal  conf l ic ts .  “Kelso’s  Choice,”  publ ished by 
Sunburst  Media ,  i s  a  powerful  tool  for  teaching 
s tudents  nine  s trategies  for  problem solv ing: 
wait  and cool  of f ,  ta lk  it  out ,  te l l  them to  s top, 
walk  away,  ignore  it ,  share  and take  turns ,  make 
a  deal ,  apologize,  go to  another  game.  Teachers 
and students  have  been enthusiast ic  about  these 
Kelso lessons  as  a  way to  empower s tudents  to 
be  independent  problem solvers ,  reduce tatt l ing, 
increase  fee l ings  of  personal  competence,  and 
provide  a  systematic  s tructure  for  the  school 
community  to  work out  problems and disagree-
ments .

Individual  & group counseling
In addit ion to  the  above programs,  the  e lemen-

tar y  school  guidance counselors  are  avai lable  to 
help  s tudents  with  socia l ,  emot ional ,  or  family 
i ssues  that  may be  impact ing their  l ives .  This 
help  includes ,  but  i s  not  l imited to,  individu-
al  and smal l  group counsel ing for  socia l  ski l l s , 
f r iendship,  divorce  and gr ief  and loss  i ssues . 
C ounselors  can a lso  be  a  good resource  for  re-
ferra ls  to  local  helping agencies  and therapists . 
P lease  fee l  f ree  to  contact  E lementar y  Guidance 
counselors ,  Mr.  B ourque and Miss  Tourtelotte , 
with  any concerns  you might  have.  They may 
be  reached by ca l l ing  or  e-mai l ing your  chi ld’s 
school .

Guiding the elementar y school  student  with “Super  Kid Sk i l ls”

Kels o the  Frog offers  young students  helpfu l 
less ons  in  s olv ing inter p ers onal  problems.
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GRMS 8th grade pilots Energy Unit 
from Maine Math & Science Alliance

By Ryan Aver y,  8th  grade  sc ience  teacher

T his fa l l ,  e ighth graders  par t ic ipated in  an 
energ y unit  wr itten by the  Maine Math and 

S cience  Al l iance.  The unit ,  Energ y for  Maine, 
begins  with  background and explorat ion regard-
ing the  types  of  energ y and how they can be  con-
ver ted f rom one form to  another.

Af ter  s tudents  have  pract iced these  core  con-
cepts ,  energ y conser vat ion and ef f ic ienc y are  in-

troduced.  At  the  conclusion of  the  unit ,  s tudents 
ca lculate  the  energ y consumption of  a  var iety  of 
appl iances ,  and begin to  consider  ways  that  they 
can save  energ y at  home and at  school .  Af ter  the 
pi lot  i s  complete ,  the  energ y s tudy unit  wi l l  be 
avai lable  to  teachers  throughout  the  s tate .

During this  unit ,  s tudents  have  completed a 
var iety  of  hands-on act iv it ies ,  independent ly 
and in  groups .  This  col laborat ion has  led  to 
wonderfu l  discuss ions  that  have  been supported 
by the  knowledge and ski l l s  presented through-
out  the  unit .  This  unit  has  not  only  covered the 
required sc ience  curr iculum,  it  has  asked stu-
dents  to  ref lec t  on their  place  in  society  as  en-
erg y consumers ,  and given them resources  that 
wi l l  he lp  them to  make informed decis ions .

Team 7-2 raises funds to donate a 
llama to a needy family

By Grace  Kel ley  & Br it tany Chesley

H eifer  Internat ional  has  been in  exis tence 
s ince  1944 as  an organizat ion that  helps 

famil ies  in  need by g iv ing them useful  ani-
mals .  Famil ies  can use  the  animal  for  food, 
transportat ion and clothing.

An animal  i s  a  non-stop gi f t .  It  keeps  g iv ing 
to  other  famil ies .  The of fspr ing of  the  animal 
g iven to  one family  i s  g iven to  another  family.

This  year  our  Team,  7-2 ,  decided to  help 
a  famiy in  need through Heifer  Internat ion-
al .  We chose  a  l lama because  a  lot  of  people 
thought  it  would be  cool  to  buy a  l lama.  The 
l lama is  used for  it s  r ich wool  for  c lothing, 
mi lk  for  dr inking,  and transportat ion.  The 
opt ions  were  e ither  to  share  a  l lama for  $20, 
buy it  for  $150,  or  get  something cheaper  l ike 
a  f lock of  chickens  for  $20,  a  tr io  of  rabbits 
for  $60,  a  sheep,  goat  or  pig  for  $120,  a  cow 
for  $500,  honey bees  for  $30,  a  water  buf fa lo 
for  $250 or  trees  for  $60.  We decided to  buy 
the  whole  l lama.  Hei fer  Internat ional  wi l l  de-
c ide  whom to g ive  the  l lama to.

S o far  we have  about  $87 and are  st i l l  col-
lec t ing donat ions  f rom kids  in  our  7-2  wing. 
We have a  thermometer  hung in  the  hal lway 
that  explains  how much money we have  and 
what  we are  buying.  We are  a lmost  there! 
Thank you Team 7-2 for  a l l  of  your  support !

By Tom Farkas ,  parent

O n November  17 and 19,  to  coincide  with 
parent-teacher  conferences ,  volunteers  with 

the  Gardiner  Regional  Middle  S chool  Parent-
Teacher  Organizat ion treated the  school’s  teach-
ers  to  sandwiches  and desser ts .  This  marked the 
f i rst  of  what  is  sure  to  be  many support ive  ac-
t iv it ies  by  the  newly  re juvenated PTO.  The PTO 
exists  to  show support  for  teachers  and to  recog-
nize  s tudent  achievement  in  and out  of  the  c lass-
room.  The group is  looking for  ideas  to  accom-
pl ish these  goals .

In  connect ion with parent-teacher  conferenc-
es ,  volunteers  with  the  PTO set  up an informa-
t ional  table  in  the  cafeter ia  and shared the  news 
with middle  school  parents  that  the  PTO is  back. 
At  the  table ,  over  50  middle-school  parents  pro-
vided the  PTO with their  names and emai l  ad-
dresses  so  they can receive  occas ional  updates 

f rom the  PTO about  happenings  at  the  middle 
school .  If  you’re  the  parent  or  guardian of  a 
middle  school  s tudent  and would l ike  to  receive 
these  updates  but  didn’t  get  a  chance to  v is it  the 
informational  table ,  please  send your  name and 

emai l  address  to  grmspto@gmai l .com.
The Gardiner  Regional  Middle  S chool  PTO 

holds  monthly  discuss ions  at  the  school  f rom 6-7 
p.m.  on the  four th Tuesday of  each month.  These 
discuss ions  are  open to  a l l  parents  or  guardians 
of  s tudents  at  the  middle  school .  This  i s  your 
invitat ion to  join  in  these  discuss ions .  Please 
share  your  ideas  on how the  PTO can recognize 
s tudent  achievement  and show support  for  the 
school’s  teachers .

Rejuvenated GRMS PTO thanks teachers, recognizes student achievements

Thi s  i s  your inv itation to  join in these 
di scu ssion s.

Students  lear n about  the  t y pes  of  energ y 
then con ser vation and e f f ic iency  con-
cepts  are  introduced. 
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GRMS Geography Bee

By Dean Hal l ,  g rade 7  social  studies  teacher

I n December,  GRMS held  its  annual  Geography 
B ee,  which is  sponsored by the  Nat ional  Geo-

graphic  S ociety  and Google.  Ten students  f rom 
the  s ix  academic  teams competed.  Af ter  numer-
ous  rounds of  competit ion,  Adam Fort ier-Brown 
was  declared winner  and C ody Letourneau was 
recognized as  the  runner-up.  Other  school  f inal-
is ts  were :  Dust in  Duboard,  Trevor  Backus ,  Dev-
on Hal l  Autumn B olduc-Ignasiak,  Sam Bustos , 
Nate  MacDonald,  James  Bradley  and Matt  Clark . 

Al l  s tudents  par t ic ipat ing in  the  “Geography 
B ee”  were  presented with a  cer t i f icate  and Adam 
was  awarded the  winner’s  medal .  Adam repre-
sented GRMS at  the  Maine Geographic  B ee  Apri l 
9 .  The s tate  winner  received $100,  the  “Nat ional 
Geographic  C ol legiate  At las  of  the  World,”  and 
a  tr ip  to  Washington,  D.C. ,  to  represent  Maine 
in  the  nat ional  f inals  at  the  Nat ional  Geographic 
S ociety  headquar ters ,  May 25-26.

The f i rst  place  nat ional  winner  wi l l  receive  a 
$25,000 col lege  scholarship and l i fe t ime mem-
bership in  the  S ociety.  The nat ional  winner  a lso 
wi l l  t ravel  (a long with a  parent  or  guardian) ,  a l l 
expenses  paid,  to  the  Galapagos  Is lands ,  cour-
tesy  of  L indblad Expedit ions  and Nat ional  Geo-
graphic .  “Jeopardy!”  host  Alex  Trebek wi l l  mod-
erate  the  nat ional  f inals  on May 26.  The program 
wi l l  air  on te levis ion.  Check local  l i s t ings  for 
dates  and t imes .

To test  your  geographic  knowledge with the 
new and excit ing GeoB ee Chal lenge,  an onl ine 
geography quiz ,  v is it  www.nat ionalgeographic .
com/geobee.  The game poses  10 new quest ions 
a  day.

By Jeanne Lysobey  and Hope St .  Denis

G ardiner  Regional  Middle  S chool  i s  SIC and 
that’s  a  good thing.  SIC,  the  teacher- init iat-

ed S chool  Improvement  C ommittee,  came to  l i fe 
at  the  end of  the  2008-2009 school  year  and has 
been gather ing momentum ever  s ince. 

This  year  the  committee,  consis t ing of  a l l  fac-
ulty  members  at  the  middle  school ,  has  s tar ted 
planning and implementing ideas  to  make GRMS 
an even better  place  to  work and learn.  These 
plans  and act ions  are  based on information ob-
tained f rom the  Academic  Audit ,  as  wel l  as  ev-
er yday obser vat ions  and interact ions . 

Each teacher,  a long with a  few other  s taf f 
members ,  has  s igned up to  work on one of  three 
goal  areas :  s tudent  motivat ion and success ,  mak-

1. Delaware 2. South America 3. Connecticut River

How would you do as  a  B ee contestant?
This  year,  s tudents  answered such quest ions  as :

1 .   In  which of  these  s tates  would you not  f ind 
a  nat ional  park -  North Carol ina ,  Cal i fornia 
or  Delaware?

2.   The potato  and tomato both or iginated in 
the  Andean highlands  of  which cont inent?

3.  What  r iver  forms most  of  the  western bound-
ar y  of  New Hampshire?

For an swers ,  tur n page  upside  dow n.

ing learning fun,  and staf f  development  and mo-
t ivat ion.  C ommittee  e f for ts  to  date  include the 
parent/ teacher  conference  café ,  the  GRMS Super 
Stars  bul le t in  board and the  expansion of  Pi  day. 
These  are  only  a  few of  the  ideas  produced by 
the  SIC groups .  Keep your  eyes  and ears  open for 
more  fantast ic  things  to  come!

Adam For tier-Brow n won the GRMS G e og-
raphy B e e in  De cemb er and comp ete d at  the 
state  B e e  at  USM on Apri l  9 .

School Improvement Committee gains momentum at the Middle School

The committee,  con si st ing  of  al l  facult y 
members  at  the  middle  school ,  has  star t-
ed planning and implementing ideas  to 
make GRMS an e ven better  place  to  work 
and lear n.



S cenes  from the midd le  s cho ol  pro duc-
tion Cinderel la !  Top,  Brie  DeS oto p or trays 
Thelma,  left ,  and Mariah L ang plays  L ouis e. 
At  r ig ht ,  GRMS Drama Dire ctor  R aye Anne 
DeS oto,  left ,  s tands w ith her  “tw in” Z ach 
Hicks.  Far  r ig ht ,  the  Cinderel la!  c ast  p er-
forms Dancing Queen.
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GRMS Drama Club’s Cinderella 
benefits children’s hospital charity

By RayeAnne DeSoto

W hat do you get  when you mix a  beaut i fu l 
orphaned gir l ,  a  charming pr ince,  three 

ta lking mice,  two fe is ty  l i t t le  old  ladies  f rom 
Louis iana,  a  fair y  godmother  whose  magic  goes 
awr y,  32  middle  school  s tudents ,  14  high school 
s tudents ,  and one energet ic  direc tor?  Cinderel la , 
of  course,  a  fantast ic  play  that  puts  a  comedic 
twist  on a  tradit ion fair y  ta le .

The GRMS Drama Club per formed three  night 
shows and two matinees  of  Cinderel la !  a  fair y  ta le 
comedy in  two acts  by  Craig  W.  Stump.   Thelma 
and Louise,  whose  ancestors  were  the  Brothers 
Grimm, narrate  this  wonderfu l  ta le .  From their 
porch in  the  swamps of  Louis iana,  they  spin the 
ta le  of  E l la  who was  forced to  be  a  ser vant  by  her 
jea lous  s tepmother  and ug ly  s tepsis ters . 

E l la ,  renamed Cinderel la  by  her  s tepsis ters , 
keeps  a  posit ive  out look that  her  l i fe  wi l l  be  bet-
ter  someday.  She meets  a  nice  young man (the 
pr ince  who is  in  disguise)  and they f ind they 
have  something in  common,  obl igat ions .  She is 
obl igated to  ser ve  her  s tepfamily,  he  to  marr y 
and run the  kingdom. Cinderel la  and the  pr ince 
f ind true  happiness  and love  by  the  end of  ac t 
two. 

The GRMS cont inues  with  another  tradit ion 
in  which high school  drama students  mentor 
middle  school  s tudents .  The mentors  br ing their 
exper ience  and knowledge f rom act ing in  plays 
and musica ls  to  nur ture  the  ac t ing ski l l s  of  the 
younger  s tudents .  Our high school  s tudent  di-
rec tors  for  the  play  were  Caleb Perr y  and L aura 
Burnham.  Along with Caleb and L aura ,  12  other 
high school  s tudents  volunteered their  t ime to 
help  with costumes,  l ight ing,  sound,  programs, 
character  development ,  l ine  rehearsa l  and dance 
choreography.

By tradit ion,  the  GRMS Drama Club donates 
proceeds  f rom one night  of  product ion to  a  char-
ity  of  their  choice.  This  year  they wi l l  donate 
$446 f rom Saturday night’s  show to  St .  Judes 
Chi ldren’s  Hospita l .

C ongratulat ions  to  the  cast  and crew!
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By Team 8-3

S tudents  on Team 8-3  traveled 
to  Salem Massachusetts  as  par t 

of  their  S ocia l  Studies  curr icu-
lum this  fa l l .  The reason for  the 
tr ip  was  to  immerse  s tudents  in 
the  rea l ity  of  a  his tor ica l  event  in 
which chi ldren and adults ,  a l ike, 
le t  pre judice  and stereotyping get 
in  the  way of  common sense  and 
appreciat ion for  divers ity.

Students  were  welcomed to  a 
his tor ic  farm cal led Pioneer  Vi l-
lage.  Students  were  g iven a  tour 
by  people  dressed in  the  att ire  of , 
and act ing in  the  character  of ,  that 
t ime.  They were  so  bel ievable  that 
most  s tudents  fe lt  as  though they 
had stepped into  a  t ime machine. 
We were  invited to  a  gather ing in 
the  town common,  exper ienced 
some of  the  local  t radit ions  and 
were  involved with farming and 
dai ly  chores .  Students  were  amazed at  their  t r ip 
back in  t ime to  an era  where  proper  behavior 
and a  s trong faith  in  God led to  the  accusat ions 
of  witchcraf t  and many tor turous  deaths .

The Witch Dungeon gave  s tudents  a  chi l l ing 
look into  the  condit ions  in  which the  accused 
were  made to  suf fer.  L ast ly,  Town Hal l  per formed 
an amazing mock tr ia l  to  determine the  fate  of 
several  people  accused of  witcher y.  Students  l i s-

Team 8-3 descends on Salem for a lesson on learning from historical mistakes

tened to  test imony and were  g iven a  chance to 
s tand up and cross-examine the  witnesses . 

This  was  a  wonderfu l  opportunity  for  s tudents 
to  exper ience  the  power  of  publ ic  opinions  back 
in  the  1600s .  Students  have  had a  new look at 
the  importance  of  accept ing divers ity  and learn-
ing f rom histor ica l  mistakes .  They were  on their 
best  behavior  the  ent ire  day and we can’t  thank 
our  chaperones  and bus  dr ivers  enough!

Students  from Team 8-3 at  GRMS v isite d Salem to learn 
ab out  the  w itch trials  and dai ly  l i fe  in  the  1600s.
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High School taps link between today’s students and technology

By Jackie  Pare ,  assi stant  pr incipal

S tudents  today are  used to  being connected to 
some form of  technolog y.  The High S chool 

i s  moving and shaking in  the  area  of  technolog y 
in  an ef for t  to  reach this  generat ion of  digita l 
learners .

Recent ly  20  LCD projec tors  were  mounted in 
classrooms,  af fording teachers  the  opportunity 
to  display  documents  or  v ideo cl ips  f rom a  com-
puter  to  a  screen.  To complement  the  LCD pro-

jec tors ,  SMART boards  have  been insta l led in  16 
classrooms.  The SMART board is  an interact ive 
white  board control led by a  computer,  the  touch 
of  a  hand and specia l ly-designed markers .  S ome 
teachers  are  a lso  us ing a  web-based program, 
Studywiz ,  to  organize  and del iver  ass ignments 
that  coincide  with  classroom instruct ion.  The 
program can be  accessed f rom home via  the  In-
ternet .

With new and innovat ive  technolog y comes 
a  learning cur ve  for  some educators .  In-house 
training has  been of fered for  the  SMART boards . 
Specia l  educators  have  been ass is ted by B ecky 
R anks  and Lisa  Foster  to  develop lesson plans  to 
integrate  SMART boards .  A sess ion on Google 
Maps was  of fered for  socia l  s tudies  teachers . 
Five  teachers  and one administrator  are  current-
ly  taking onl ine  courses  in  Technolog y Integra-
t ion as  wel l .

The shi f t  in  how we teach students  c lear ly  has 
a  technolog y component  to  it .  Students  in  socia l 
s tudies  can fol low the  path of  the  French-Indian 
war  on an interact ive  map that  takes  the  class  to 
what  was  formerly  known as  For t  Duquesne.  In 
a  specia l-educat ion Engl ish class ,  s tudents  use 
a  SMART board for  an interact ive  review game 
before  a  test .

In  addit ion to  these  new technologies ,  other 
areas  cont inue to  provide  s tudents  with  learning 

opportunit ies  us ing technolog y.  For  example, 
the  Career  and Technolog y depar tment  of fers 
courses  such as  Microsof t  Word and PowerPoint , 
Web Page Design,  and C omputer  Appl icat ions . 
The Video Product ion classes  of fer  a  means  for 
s tudents  to  present  a  var iety  of  information in  a 
personal ized-digita l  format .  Wel lness  c lass  in-
dividual izes  cardiovascular  workouts  for  each 
s tudent  with  the  addit ion of  Polar  Hear t  R ate 
monitors  f rom the Carol  White  PEP grant .  The 
l i s t  goes  on and on.

Students  expect  technolog y to  meet  their 
learning needs .  It  i s  excit ing to  see  the  culture 
shi f t  in  how students  are  being taught .  Whether 
it  i s  an LCD projec tor,  a  SMART board or  a  web 
s ite ,  teachers  at  Gardiner  Area  High S chool  are 
working di l igent ly  to  integrate  technolog y in  an 
ef for t  to  make learning more relevant  for  today’s 
digita l  learners .

By Je f f  Turnbul l ,  athletic  direc tor

T he Gardiner  gir ls’  f ie ld  hockey team star ted 
pre-season this  year  with  a  ver y  di f ferent 

motto:  new league,  new teams,  new chal lenges . 
Having moved f rom Class  A to  Class  B as  a  re-
sult  of  s tudent  populat ion at  the  high school , 
the  players  were  focused on making an impact 
in  their  new divis ion.  And what  an impact  they 
made as  the  gir ls  brought  home the  s tate  t it le 
October  31 with a  shutout  win over  York.

The team was  lead by captains  Kat ie  S chide 
and Kashley  Weymouth as  the  Tigers  set  a  num-
ber  of  school  records .  The co-captains  joined the 
record books  with 18 ass is ts  each this  season. 
The team scored 85 goals ,  the  most  in  a  season, 
and had the  best  record ever  (19-0-0) .

The lady Tigers  had an excit ing welcome home 
as  they paraded through town with a  pol ice  and 
f ire  truck escor t .  Back at  the  high school ,  the 
players  showed of f  the  championship plaque and 
enjoyed cake with their  ever- faithful  fans .

While  seniors  S chide,  Weymouth,  Marissa 
L awrence,  Kr is t in  C ol l ins ,  Mari  Desoto,  Kat-
lyn Morissette  and Al ison Pr ince  wi l l  be  sorely 
missed,  remaining members  B ecca  Paradee,  Al-
l ie  B eaul ieu,  Kay lee  Heath,  Ji l l ian Phi lbrook, 
Broghann Fles ,  Haley  Thibeau,  Sierra  Hobar t , 
Sabr ina  Wilkins ,  Paige  L apointe,  B ecca  Wood-
ard,  Cait l in  Phi l l ips  and Carly  Pel le t ier  look to 
repeat  next  year.

C ongratulat ions  to  this  year’s  Class  B State 
Fie ld  Hockey champions!

Gardiner High girls win Class B state championship in field hockey

To d a y ’s  s t u d e n t s  e x p e c t  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  m e e t  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  n e e d s .  T h e  s h i f t  i n  h o w 
w e  t e a c h  s t u d e n t s  c l e a r l y  h a s  a  t e c h n o l o g y  c o m p o n e n t  t o  i t .
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By Mar y Downs

N ew York City  i s  known for  it s  food,  people, 
bui ldings ,  his tor y  and so  much more.  But 

the  things  New York is  known for  that  the  GAHS 
Drama Club is  most  concerned with are  the 
shows,  the  l ights ,  the  music  and the  drama.  In  a 
word,  Broadway.

During Apri l  vacat ion the  Drama Club is  ven-

tur ing to  the  Big  Apple  for  a  week of  excitement 
and stunning Broadway shows.  The thespians 
and company are  s taying in  the  c ity  for  f ive  days 
and four  nights  whi le  enjoying a l l  that  New York 
has  to  of fer,  especia l ly  the  theatre  dis tr ic t .

The idea  came to  the  club in  the  spr ing when 
a  parent  suggested a  tr ip  to  London and its  the-
atre  dis tr ic t .  When the  tr ip  was  approved,  c lub 
members  were  more excited than the  cast  of  the 
musica l  on the  last  day  of  Hel l  Week.  Unfor tu-
nately  the  Drama Club didn’t  have  t ime to  raise 

By Cody Whitcomb

F or three  days  in  mid October,  13  members  of 
an accreditat ion committee  v is ited Gardiner 

Area  High S chool  to  thoroughly  examine sev-
eral  aspects  of  the  school .  The team consisted 
of  teachers ,  pr incipals  and other  adults  f rom 
Maine high schools .  The job of  the  group was  to 
accurately  record their  obser vat ions  dur ing the 
v is it ,  which wi l l  determine whether  GAHS con-
t inues  to  be  an of f ic ia l ly  accredited high school .

The goals  of  the  accreditat ion are  “ef fec t ive-
ness ,  improvement ,  and publ ic  assurance,”  as  de-
f ined by the  New England Associat ion of  S chools 
and C ol leges  (NEASC) which is  responsible  for 
conduct ing these  assessments .  The process  mea-
sures  how ef fec t ive  a  school  i s  at  educat ing s tu-
dents ,  to  determine what  changes  could be  made 
to  create  a  better  learning exper ience  and envi-
ronment  for  kids ,  and to  ensure  that  the  school 
i s  doing ever ything it  c laims it  i s .

Accreditat ion committee  members  v is it  a 
school  about  ever y  e ight  years ,  as  long as  the  dis-
tr ic t  i s  able  to  af ford the  expensive  process .  The 
committee  focuses  on several  areas  of  a  school 
including the  s tudents ,  faculty,  individual  c lass-
rooms and the  bui lding itse l f .  To get  a  better 
sense  of  the  school ,  the  accreditat ion staf f  was 

enough money to  f ly  across  “the  Pond.”  The dis-
appointment  was  not  too great ,  though,  because 
the  group had an equal ly  excit ing backup plan: 
Broadway in  New York City.

The Drama Club is  attending four  major 
Broadway shows:  Mama Mia,  Wicked,  Bi l ly  E l-
l iot  and Phantom of  the  Opera .  Not  only  wi l l 
they  watch the  shows,  but  they a lso  wi l l  meet 
and ta lk  to  the  cast  of  Wicked.  The tr ip  includes 
a  workshop with the  cast  in  which students  and 
parents  can ask  quest ions  and get  a  behind-the-
scenes  look at  the  making of  the  show.  It  would 
be  an understatement  to  say  they are  excited for 
this  exper ience.  Plans  are  to  v is it  the  Statue  of 
L iber ty,  China Town and R adio City  Music  Hal l .

Fundrais ing for  the  tr ip  began with the  sa le 
of  Champions  Cards  (discount  cards  that  work 
at  s tores  a l l  over  the  world,)  individual ly  and 
door-to-door  in  Gardiner.  The club held  a  yard 
sa le  at  the  middle  school  in  August  rais ing about 
$900.  To raise  more  money the  Drama Club put 
on shows this  fa l l  and winter.

The tr ip  to  NYC cost  about  $1,100 per  person, 
which included the  four  shows,  the  hotel ,  break-
fast  and dinner,  but  not  spending money.

GAHS Drama club visiting New York City during April vacation week

given a  tour  of  the  school  and shadowed several 
s tudents  on the  days  they were  here,  br ief ly  s it -
t ing in  on classes  and eat ing lunch with the  s tu-
dents  as  wel l .  Other  s tudents  were  inter viewed 
on the  school’s  miss ion statement ,  personal  safe-
ty,  level  of  chal lenge in  classes  and many other 
aspects  of  their  learning exper ience.

Each committee  member was  responsible  for 
handl ing a  separate  piece  of  the  process ,  a l l  of 
which fe l l  under  the  categor y  of  teaching and 
learning s tandards .  Among these  are  miss ion 
and expectat ions ,  curr iculum,  instruct ion,  and 
assessment .  Also  being assessed were  leadership 
and organizat ion,  as  wel l  as  the  school  and com-
munity  resources  avai lable  for  s tudent  educa-
t ion.  Fol lowing the  procedure,  the  accreditat ion 
associat ion has  60  days  to  produce a  wr itten re-
por t  and send it  to  the  pr incipal .  The pr incipal 
has  f ive  days  to  read the  repor t  and return it , 
af ter  correct ing inaccuracies .  An edited vers ion 
is  produced and returned to  the  school  to  be 
publ ic ized around the  dis tr ic t ,  including in  the 
school  it se l f ,  e lementar y  schools  and the  town 
of f ice .

The repor t  i s  publ ic ized regardless  of  the  re-
sults .  The school  could be  labeled as  accredited, 

Accreditation Committee comes to Gardiner Area High School

Accre ditation continue d on p age 38

The Drama Club tr ip  includes  a  work-

shop w ith the  cast  of  Wicked.
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Flying times: teaching & learning

By Pam Corbin

M y how t ime f l ies  when you’re  having fun!  I 
am thoroughly  enjoying teaching my class-

es .  Of  course,  working with teenagers  can be 
somewhat  ‘t r y ing’  at  t imes ,  but  the  s tudents  in 
my Engl ish,  his tor y  and geography classeshave 
provided me an opportunity  to  not  only  use  my 
educat ion and my l i fe  exper iences ,  but  a lso  to 
learn f rom them.  This  was  par t icular ly  true  with 
the  geography and world events  c lass . 

When I  began to  work on a  lesson plan I  rea l-
ized that  to  keep the  s tudents  engaged,  in  what 
could be  bor ing mater ia l  to  them,  I  had to  add 
something di f ferent  and enter taining.  The Eve-
ning News!  As  you can guess ,  not  ever y  s tu-
dent  watches  the  news nor  reads  the  newspaper. 
(S ome of  the  guys  did say  they read the  spor ts 
page,  so  I  guess  that  counts  a  l i t t le . )

Current  events  and geography
For the  f i rst  hour  of  c lass  we s tudied g lobal 

i ssues  and mapping.  Not  a l l  s tudents  were  aware 
of  the  locat ion of  places  such as  Afghanistan, 
Iraq and North Korea .  Knowing these  are  hot-
topic  news issues ,  I  fe lt  the  s tudents  should be 
famil iar  with  their  exact  locat ion.  We a lso  did 
cont inent  naming and placing,  major  bodies  of 
water  and,  just  for  fun,  the  13 or iginal  colo-
nies .  We f i l led  the  next  hal f-hour  by  watching 
the  evening news.   Each week we watched CBS, 
NB C or  AB C.  Af ter  watching each network three 
t imes ,  at  the  end of  10  weeks  we decided that 
CBS had fewer  commercia ls  and provided bet-
ter  coverage.  Surpr is ing ly,  the  next  hour  and a 
hal f  was  f i l led  with construct ive  c lass  discus-
s ion.  We a l l  shared our  v iews on the  news top-
ics ,  had f r iendly  debates ,  laughed as  we analyzed 
the  worthiness  of  commercia ls ,  and shook our 
heads  at  some of  the  s trange events  happening 
in  our  world.

Elec tions are a  teaching moment
November  being a  vot ing month provided the 

opportunity  to  introduce s tudents  to  the  e lec-
t ion process .  With the  help  of  a  wel l  put-together 
publ icat ion f rom the League of  Woman Voters , 
we dissected each issue.  Students  became aware 
of  the  sometimes  ‘t r icky wording’  in  quest ions , 
and a lso  rea l ized the  di f ference  between a  refer-
endum quest ion and a  bond issue.  However,  one 
of  the  highl ights  of  the  c lass ,  for  me,  was  taking 
four  s tudents  to  their  municipal ity  and watching 
them register  and vote  for  the  f i rst  t ime!

S o here  we are  wel l  into  the  second semester. 
How t ime f l ies .  Or  maybe I ’m just  gett ing older 
and real iz ing it  more.  Yes ,  that’s  probably  it !

Find and register for Adult Ed 
courses online, statewide, 24/7

By Diann Bai ley,  direc tor  of  Adult  Education

S ince Januar y adult  learners  have  been able 
to  regis ter  onl ine  for  their  courses  thanks 

to  our  inclusion in  the  s tatewide adult  educa-
t ion por ta l .  The por ta l  was  launched in  Feb-
ruar y  2009 and features  the  news and course 
of fer ings  of  more  than 80 adult  educat ion 
programs across  Maine.

The high qual ity  s ite ,  developed by R ain-
Storm C onsult ing out  of  Orono,  is  fu l ly 
searchable  by  course  and a l lows customers 
the  opportunity  to  regis ter  onl ine.  The web-
site  was  chosen as  the  B est  of  the  Web non-
prof it  website  for  2008 by TechMaine.

The s ite  came to  f ruit ion af ter  many years 
of  planning by the  Maine Adult  Educat ion 
Associat ion and the  involvement  of  dozens 
of  educators ,  support  s taf f ,  and generous 
funders .  During the  f i rst  nine  months  of  the 
por ta l  R ainstorm reported the  fol lowing data :

•  880,000 page  v iews (average  of  3 ,000 vis-
its  per  day)

•  73% of  a l l  v is itors  make a  purchase  on 
their  f i rst  v is it ;  86% within two vis its

•  142,000 course  searches

•  $123,000 earned onl ine

•  2 ,600 courses  regis tered onl ine

•  Average  pr ice :  $46/course

Go to  www.msad11.maineadulted.org  to 
see  what’s  happening or  to  register  for  your 
c lass !
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commonly  spoken language in  the  world.  C e-
l ina  invites  you to  join  the  growing number  of 
Engl ish speakers  who are  choosing Spanish as 
a  second language.  She is  teaching Spanish for 
B eginners .

Patricia  Bai le y  i s  a  re iki  master  and holds 
cer t i f icates  in  therapeut ic  touch and hol is t ic 
health  care.  This  winter,  Patr ic ia  taught  Energ y 
Works!  In  the  class ,  par t ic ipants  learn and prac-
t ice  gent le  techniques  that  reduce s tress ,  re l ieve 
pain and fac i l i tate  heal ing.

Anytime is  a  great  t ime to  s tar t  working on 
healthy l i fes ty le  changes!  Daniel le  Pouz ol  
joined us  to  teach Pi lates  and Support ive  Weight 
Management .   She  is  a  se l f -employed Personal 
Fitness  Trainer  and is  eager  to  share  her  ski l l s 
and knowledge through community  educat ion.

Michele  Roy  wi l l  teach Planning and Growing 
an Organic  Garden.  She co-owns Longmeadow 
Farm in West  Gardiner,  a  28-acre  organic  farm, 
where  she  raises  a  wide range of  food and oth-
er  products  including vegetables ,  eggs ,  meat , 
cut  f lowers ,  herbs  and more.  The farm is  cer t i -
f ied by the  Maine Organic  Farmers  and Growers 
Associat ion (MOFGA).

By Diann Bai ley,  direc tor  of  Adult  Education

W e are pleased to  welcome the  fol lowing new 
staf f  members  to  adult  educat ion.

Nicole  Stonier  joins  us  as  a  par t  t ime secre-
tar y.  She  l ives  in  Gardiner  with  husband Jon and 
four  boys .  Nicole  recent ly  ended an 18-year  ca-
reer  in  Human Resources  to  be  c loser  to  home 
and kids .

Mar y Bai le y ,  RN,  i s  teaching the  C er t i f ied 
Nurses  Assis tant  program this  year.  Mar y has 
worked in  the  long-term care  f ie ld  for  over  20 
years .  Along with teaching CNA students ,  she  i s 
an Act iv it ies  Program C oordinator  at  St .  Mar y’s 
D’ Youvi l l le  Pavi l l ion. 

Venus Gi l le y  i s  a  regis tered diet it ian and has 
a  master’s  degree  in  Food S cience  and Human 
Nutr it ion f rom UMO. She is  teaching Wake Up 
Your Taste  Buds with Herbs  and Spices ,  Vegetar-
ian Basics  for  Parents ,  Teens  and Folks  Who Are 
Just  Downright  Curious ,  and Feeding the  S el f : 
A Hol is t ic  Nutr it ion Journey for  Women.  Her 
classes  are  Thursday evenings .

C elina Merc ado Page  i s  a  nat ive  of  Mexico 
City  with  a  master’s  in  Organizat ional  Manage-
ment  f rom the Univers ity  of  Mexico.  With some 
400 mil l ion speakers ,  Spanish is  the  four th most 

meet ing is  learner-directed providing pract ica l 
ideas  based on the  teacher’s  needs  and interests .

MSAD#11 C ol lege  Transit ions  coach and 
writ ing lab  instructor,  Mel inda Gi lman,  i s  be-
ing mentored by eMints  instruct ional  specia l i s t 
B ecky R anks .  They have  explored educat ional 
features  on Google,  including Google  docs ,  wi-
kis  and blogs .  Mel inda has  appl ied her  new ski l l s 
by  shar ing documents  with  writ ing s tudents , 
and taking the  f i rst  s teps  in  creat ing a  col lege 

success  por ta l  that  wi l l  br ing together  a  wide 
var iety  of  resources  for  local  col lege  transit ions 
par t ic ipants ,  instructors ,  and coaches .

Since  technolog y is  such an integra l  par t  of  to-
day’s  col lege  exper ience,  Mel inda is  looking for-
ward to  expanding her  knowledge of ,  and com-
for t  with,  more  and more appl icat ions  herse l f , 
then introducing them to  her  s tudents  to  better 
prepare  them for  academic  success .

By Melinda Gilman

M aine Adult  Rural  Technolog y Init iat ive 
(MARTI )  i s  a  technolog y init iat ive  s tar ted 

in  2008 with the  goal  of  encouraging and im-
proving teaching s trategies  through the  use  of 
technolog y to  help  adult  learners  f ind success 
in  their  programs.   MARTI fol lows the  phi loso-
phy of  eMints ,  a  K-12 program funded through 
Tit le  I Id  (No Chi ld  Lef t  B ehind) .  The goal  of  the 
profess ional  development  i s  to  explore  and ap-
ply  methods and strategies  us ing technolog y as  a 

tool  for  teaching and learning ins ide  or  outs ide 
of  the  c lassroom.

MARTI br ings  profess ional  development  in 
the  area  of  increas ing technolog y ski l l s  and ap-
pl icat ion in  the  classroom to adult  educat ion 
teachers  in  rural  Maine.  It  fol lows a  mentor/
learner  model ,  with  each mentor  meet ing with 
teachers  on a  regular  bas is ,  and providing in-
class  support  as  requested.  The content  of  each 

Rural technology initiative benefits Maine Adult Education programs

MSAD #11 Adult Education program welcomes new staff members

MARTI br ing s  professional  de velopment  in  the  area of  increasing technolog y ski l l s  and 
application in  the  classroom to  adult  education teachers  in  r ural  Maine.
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No Child Left Behind Act

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) requires all districts to provide a 

report card about students’ achievement on State testing.  This "report card" must 

include reading and math data for the district and individual schools at grades 3-8 on 

the Maine Educational Assessment (MEA) and high school on the Scholastic Aptitude 

Test (SAT) supplemented with extra Maine math questions.  Schools are expected to 

show “Adequate Yearly Progress” (AYP) toward meeting yearly targets.    

2006 -200906 2009

  NCLB  

he following are AYP targets identifying the percentage of students 

who must be proficient on State testing.  By 2014, all students need to 

be proficient in reading and math.  The growth target for AYP requires 

that a 10  increase in the number of students proficient as compared to last 

year in all categories.  

State of Maine NCLB 
Report Cards Available

Visit this website!
All 2008 09 NCLB Report Cards for 
individual schools throughout Maine can be 
viewed at http://www.maine.gov/education/
nclb/reportcard/reportcard09.html     
 

Continued Improvement in 
MSAD #11

Student Achievement continues to 
grow at all levels

Between 2006 2009, MSAD #11 students 
improved their performance in both 
reading and math at all levels.  Consistent 
growth over time is a credit to the hard 
working sta  in MSAD #11. In the last 
three years, the percentage of students 
proficient in reading increased from 52  to 
60  at the elementary level grades 3 5 ; 
48  to 55  at the middle level grades 6 8 ; 
and 34  to 48  at high school grade 11 . 
The percentage of students proficient in 
math increased from 48  to 55  at 
elementary; 43  to 55  at the middle level; 
and 19  to 36  at the high school level. 

NECAP

New England Common Assessment 
Program
The NECAP was given to students in Grades 
3-8 on October 1st, 2009.  This replaces the 
MEA.  Results from this test will come out in 
February.

Curriculum Website

The Curriculum Website
There is comprehensive historical information 
here about ongoing Curriculum Work, 
Assessment and school improvement.  Please 
visit and subscribe!
  www.msad11.org/curriculum

T

HOW DO YOU “MAKE AYP?”
The two ways to “Make AYP” are either meeting the percentage target or meeting the 

growth target in the following categories: whole school; economically 

disadvantaged; and in special education.  During the three school years from 

2007-2009, Helen Thompson Elementary School, Teresa C. Hamlin Elementary 

School, Pittston Consolidated School, Laura E. Richards School, River View 

Elementary School, Gardiner Regional Middle School, and Gardiner Area High 

School made adequately yearly progress one or more times.

Year

Grades 

3-8 

Reading

Grades 

3-8 

Math

Grade 

11 

Reading

Grade 

11 

Math

2007 50 40 50 20

2008 50 40 57 31

2009 58 50 64 43

2010 66 60 71 54

2011 75 70 78 66

2012 83 80 86 77

2013 92 90 93 89

2014 100 100 100 100

Adequate yearly Progress Targets
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The above charts show the percentage of students who are 
proficient as compared to the targets set by the No Child Left 
Behind act. 
 
The charts to the left 
and the right 
compare MSAD #11 
average scale score to 
the Maine State 
average scale score in 
the three grade spans 
3 5, 6 8, and grade 11 
for math and reading.  

All charts indicate 
incremental growth 
for MSAD #11 student 
achievement on state 
tests.

Educators in MSAD 
#11 continue to work 
to improve 
instructional practices 
in order to provide the 
best education 
possible.

MSAD #11 Student Achievement Infor mation

DISTRICT REPORT CARD
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MSAD #11 School Goals in brief
Pittston Consolidated School
Goal: To focus on High Quality Instruction that promotes high student academic achievement.
Action Steps:  Continue the collaborative teaching approach to additional group levels.  Analyze MEA’s, NWEA's, and NECAP’s to look for student 
strengths and weaknesses.  Provide explicit and di erentiated instruction for students striving to meet the standards.  Provide additional explicit and 
di erentiated instruction for students struggling to meet the standards through weekly Academic Tutorial.  Teach test taking strategies by using a variety of 
resources.  Continue weekly Professional Learning Community meetings to review student work in order to drive instruction.  Involve students in the 
review of their work and assessments.  Continue to expand daily physical activity programs SPARK, Take Time, Brain Gym .  Use the Response to 
Intervention process to identify and support struggling students.

Teresa C. Hamlin School
Goal: To develop the skills to review and interpret data in Professional Learning Communities to drive classroom instruction and/or remediation.
Action Steps:  We will be using tutorial time, curriculum supplements and we will be studying data in our Professional Learning Communities to help us 
identify students who need remediation.

Laura E. Richards Elementary School
The sta  at Laura E. Richards School are focusing on creating a safe community that is literacy rich.  Specifically, the sta  is working to provide exemplary 
interventions to help all students become proficient.  
Action Steps:  Create a pamphlet of grade level readiness info out to the community. Use research based programs that target student needs. Have Better 
communication with sta  about student needs/progress.

River View Elementary School
Goal:  To use high quality instruction to increase student proficiency in the content areas of Mathematics and Reading.
Action Steps:  Use weekly grade level team meetings to review student data collected from the NECAP, MEA, NWEA, and classroom assessment to 
identify grade level trends, as well as, individual student needs.  In grade level teams use collected data to discuss curriculum alignment. Teams will set short 
term goals to monitor progress and provide feedback on student performance levels. Teachers provide opportunities for students to practice test taking 
strategies: i.e. Multiple choice, constructed Response  and also use released test items from the NECAP.  In grade level teams, teachers use collected data 
to brainstorm interventions for small groups and individual students delivered through Academic will meet or exceed the standard.

Helen Thompson Elementary School
Goal:  To continue to focus on improving the reading skills and, subsequently, the reading assessment scores of all students.  
Action Steps:  The sta  will use data gained through the NECAP, NWEA, DRA and 3 minute assessments to guide instruction.  Academic tutorials will be 
used for individual and small group work.  Appropriate referrals will be used to help struggling students.  Review of data throughout the year will guide our 
instruction and interventions while review of data at the end of the year will show if grade levels and the school as a whole reached our goals.

Gardiner Area High School
Goal: The three priority recommendations from the Academic Audit and the recommendations that will come from the Accreditation visit will be the focus 
at the high school.  The sta  will continue to evaluate current programs and practices, address areas in need of improvement, and expand areas of success.
Action Steps:  Continuation of bi weekly academic checkpoints with mailings or emails to parents.  Continued development/implementation/refinement of 
common curricula in all courses in all content areas.  Continued development/implementation/refinement of common assessments in all courses in all 
content areas.  Continuation of Common Planning Time for all teachers in all content areas.   Piloting a tool to gather feedback from students about units 
of instruction in all content areas.  Further incorporate relevance and application into the curriculum, instruction, and assessment. 

Gardiner Regional Middle School
Goal:  Create time and support for a Professional Learning Community Model, improve student performance, and improve school culture.
Action Steps:  Weekly Collaborative Meetings involving meeting minutes, sta  sharing, teaching methodology, inter disciplinary units, increased grade level 
consistency, curriculum mapping and refinement, and work towards teacher’s collaborative goal.  Maintain and continue to improve the “After School” 
Tutorial Program and create a Learning Lab Tutorial Program within the school day.  The School Improvement Committee will be focused on increased sta  
team building, developing workshops and utilizing sta  specialties and expanding and developing a  peer coaching/peer sharing model.

AYP status of Maine schools as compared to MSAD 11 Schools

Of Maine’s 635 public schools,
• 380 are “making AYP,” which means students at all tested levels are meeting the annual targets in both math and reading; Helen 

Thompson Elementary School, Pittston Consolidated School, and Teresa C. Hamlin School fall into this category.

• 113 schools are in “monitor” status, meaning they were “making AYP” in 2008-09, but did not meet targets in at least one subject 
in the 2008-09 testing.  If these schools meet targets in the current year, they will go back to “making AYP” status; Laura E. 
Richards School, River View Elementary School, and Gardiner Area High School fall into this category.

• 102 schools are in “Continuous Improvement Priority Schools” (CIPS) status; this means that they have not met targets for at least 
two years in a row; this group includes schools that have been in CIPS status for one to six years, including 36 schools that 
entered CIPS status for the first time; None of the MSAD 11 schools fall into this category. 

• 30 schools are in “CIPS on hold” status, meaning they are poised to come off the CIPS list; these are schools that were in CIPS 
status last year and met all their targets this year; if they meet the targets again next year, their status will be “making AYP;” 
Gardiner Regional Middle School falls into this category.

• There are 10 schools whose AYP status is pending while the Department seeks and reviews additional data; None of the MSAD 11 
schools fall into this category. 

DISTRICT REPORT CARD
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By Hol ly  Jordan,  Community  Learning  Center 
direc tor

T he B oys  & Gir ls  Club of  Greater  Gardin-
er’s  C ommunity  Learning C enter  program 

is  having yet  another  excit ing year.  The third, 
four th and f i f th  grade program is  in  it s  second 
year  of  operat ion and has  seen its  numbers  im-
prove dramatica l ly.  This  i s  due in  large  par t  to 
the  fantast ic  support  of  the  teachers  and staf f 
at  RSU 11,  as  wel l  as ,  the  many excit ing learn-
ing opportunit ies  the  s tudents  have  been able  to 
par t ic ipate  in .

Students  f rom the  River  View C ommunity 
S chool ,  T.C.  Hamlin Elementar y  and B oys  & Gir ls 
Club s ites  took par t  in  the  Gardiner  Art  Walk 
in  downtown Gardiner.  With help  f rom their  ar t 
teacher  Susan Webb the  s tudents  put  together  an 

SMART technology for smart kids

By Lisa  Foster

S everal  init iat ives  have  been happening in 
technolog y throughout  our  schools  this  year. 

We have been able  to  insta l l  SMART Interact ive 
White  B oards  in  most  of  the  Specia l  Ed and a 
few other  c lassrooms at  the  Middle  S chool  and 
High S chool .  These  devices  a l low teachers  and 
students  to  use  interact ive  web s ites  and cre-
ate  interact ive  lessons ,  which can be  much more 
motivat ing for  s tudents .  Teachers  have  been 
provided training sess ions  with B ecky R anks 
and supported by L isa  Foster  to  learn how to  use 
the  technolog y and are  making use  of  i t  in  the 
classrooms.

Teacher  training with technolog y was  a  focus 
in  the  fa l l  as  wel l .  S everal  high school  s taf f  mem-
bers  attended the  ACTEM conference in  Augusta 
and brought  back many ideas ,  which were  shared 
with other  s taf f  members  at  a  recent  s taf f  meet-
ing.  S ome of  our  teachers  are  pursuing advanced 
degrees  in  technolog y educat ion and are  creat ing 
projec ts  and act iv it ies  in  their  c lassrooms based 
on the  ski l l s  they  are  learning in  those  c lasses . 
One of  the  s tate’s  laptop integrat ion mentors 
joined the  socia l  s tudies  teachers  in  October  to 
do a  presentat ion on Google  Ear th,  which sev-
eral  teachers  have  s tar ted using in  their  c lass-
rooms.  S ome teachers  are  a lso  taking advantage 
of  week ly  onl ine  webinars  provided by the  s tate 
having to  do with resources  on the  MLTI laptops 
used by teachers  in  grades  7-12.  

The dis tr ic t  has  a lso  of fered several  af ter 
school  training ac t iv it ies .  A cohort  of  teach-

L ianna L aC hance and L auraly nn Nadeau 
wait  for  their  turn to  us e  the  SMART B o ard 
w hi le  Ashton Paquin practices  t ime sk i l ls  in 
Miss  St .  Denis’  math c lass .

ers  has  met  monthly  with  B ecky R anks  to  learn 
about  numerous technolog y tools  to  enhance 
their  c lassroom act iv it ies .  Kr is ty  Ferran s tar ted 
a  c lass  with  some high school  teachers  learning 
how to  create  mult imedia  projec ts .  Tech Tues-
days ,  of fered each month,  are  one-hour class-
es  on var ious  programs and strategies  to  help 
teachers  learn and pract ice  technolog y ski l l s  and 
ways  to  integrate  them into their  c lasses .  B ecom-
ing more comfortable  with  the  a lways-changing 
technolog y avai lable  takes  t ime to  pract ice  and 
play,  and hopeful ly  the  training of fered so  far 
and that  which is  planned throughout  the  year 
wi l l  g ive  our  teachers  that  opportunity.

ent ire  exhibit ion including works  in  sculpture, 
pr intmaking,  watercolor,  and an amazing group 
projec t  that  wi l l  be  displayed at  the  B oys  & Gir ls 
Club for  a l l  to  see.  Students  are  submitt ing work 
f rom this  show as  a  par t  of  the  Nat ional  B oys  & 
Gir ls  Club Fine Arts  Exhibit ion.

Students  wi l l  cont inue to  take  par t  in  enr ich-
ment  ac t iv it ies  throughout  the  year.  If  any par-
ent  or  guardian would l ike  to  s ign their  chi ld  up 
for  this  wonderfu l  program please  come to  the 
B oys  & Gir ls  Club of  Greater  Gardiner,  14  Pray 
Street ,  and f i l l  out  a  regis trat ion form.  The pro-
gram is  f ree  and includes  homework help,  dai-
ly  enr ichment  opportunit ies ,  and a  support ive, 
safe  environment  for  s tudents  af ter  the  school 
day ends .  If  any quest ions  ar ise  please  ca l l  As-
s is tant  CLC Director  Dust in  Haskel l  at  582-8458 
or  emai l  him at  dhaskel l@club4me.org . 

Community Learning Center’s after-school program flourishes
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By Jonathan Stonier,  direc tor  of  Operations

T his year  we are  us ing a  new training video to 
teach s tudents  the  importance  of  bus  safety. 

The main focus  i s  on the  7  Steps  of  Bus  Safety 
and how each s tudent  plays  a  par t  in  making a 
safer  bus  r ide.  We a lso  focus  on how to  treat  oth-
ers  with  respect  and who to  ta lk  with  i f  there  i s 
a  problem on the  bus .  B elow are  the  7  Steps  and 
examples  of  what  i s  expected f rom each s tudent .

B e on Time:  P lease  be  ready at  your  s top 5  min-
utes  ear ly.  This  wi l l  keep the  bus  on schedule 
and wi l l  he lp  when deal ing with traf f ic .

Walk S afely  to  the Bus:  P lease  s tay  on the  s ide-
walk  or  s tay  c lose  to  the  s ide  of  the  road i f  there 
are  no s idewalks

G et on the Bus S afely:  Wait  for  the  bus  to  come 
to  a  complete  s top,  and use  the  handrai ls  when 
walking up the  s teps .  If  you need to  cross  the 
road a lways  wait  for  the  dr iver  to  nod his  or  her 
head to  le t  you know it  i s  safe .

Talk Quietly:  Use  a  ca lm voice  when ta lking 
with others  so  that  the  dr iver  can concentrate  on 
the  road.  S ometime other  s tudents  are  bothered 
by loud noises  and we a l l  need to  respect  each 
other’s  space.

meaning that  it  complies  with  a l l  of  the  man-
dator y  s tandards ,  though there  may be  minor 
recommendat ions .  If  a  school  i s  accredited,  a 
checkup is  completed af ter  years  three  and f ive 
to  make sure  the  school  is  s t i l l  keeping up with 
the  regulat ions .  Optional ly,  the  school  may be 
put  on warning because  changes  are  required 
to  meet  accreditat ion s tandards ,  and many rec-

ommendat ions  are  ment ioned.  A school  placed 
under  warning has  a  cer tain amount  of  t ime to 
make the  correct ions  and be  removed f rom pro-
bat ion.  Thirdly,  some schools  cannot  become ac-
credited because  they do not  meet  the  cr iter ia 
and numerous things  must  be  adjusted.

B eing an accredited high school  not  only  looks 
good for  a  school ,  but  a lso  has  several  benef its 
for  s tudents .  Accreditat ion ensures  that  the 
school  meets  a l l  of  the  des ignated requirements 
and has  done a  f ine  job of  creat ing and support-
ing a  learning atmosphere  and curr iculum that 
best  suits  the  s tudents’  abi l ity  to  learn.  It  es tab-
l ishes  a  mark of  qual ity  and provides  the  oppor-

tunity  for  a l l  k ids  within the  dis tr ic t  to  receive 
the  best  educat ion poss ible  with  an environment 
that  of fers  many resources  for  learning.

A mark of  accreditat ion a lso  le ts  col leges 
know what  type  of  school  a  s tudent  has  gradu-
ated f rom,  though not  a l l  col leges  consider  it .

“S ome schools  may look at  i t ,  but  the  major ity 
of  the  col leges  in  the  area  don’t  because  we have 
the  No Chi ld  Lef t  B ehind Act  and the  Maine 
Learning Results  which have  requirements  for 

what  must  be  taught  to  s tudents .  The accredita-
t ion process  i s  just  to  make sure  ever ything is 
ac tual ly  being taught ,”  Ms.  Pare  said.

After  a  meet ing on the  evening fol lowing the 
f inal  day  of  the  accreditat ion committee’s  v is it 
to  Gardiner  Area  High S chool ,  i t  looks  promis-
ing that  we wi l l  cont inue to  be  shown as  an ac-
credited inst itut ion.  “ The committee  had many 
good things  to  say,”  Ms.  Pare  said.  “ They s tated 
a  posit ive  thing and fol lowed it  up with a  recom-
mendat ion.”  As  we await  the  return of  the  repor t , 
f ingers  are  crossed that  the  s tress  and hard work 
put  into  this  long evaluat ion wi l l  pay  of f  in  the 
end with GAHS maintaining its  accreditat ion.

Stay in  Your S eat:  Students  that  s tand up or  s it 
improperly  could be  injured i f  the  bus  needs  to 
come to  a  sudden stop.  It  a lso  dis tracts  the  dr iv-
er  f rom the  road i f  you need to  be  reminded to 
stay  seated.

Leave the Bus S afely:   If  the  bus  needs  to 
evacuate  due to  an emergenc y remain calm and 
fol low instruct ions  g iven by the  dr iver.  Al l  bus 
dr ivers  are  required to  train the  s tudents  on how 
to  evacuate  the  bus  in  case  of  an emergenc y.

Stay out  of  the Danger Zone:  Students  are 
taught  to  s tay  out  of  the  areas  where  the  dr iver 
has  l imited or  no vis ibi l ity.

Please  take  t ime to  go over  these  safety  ru les 
at  home with your  family.  Even i f  you don’t  use 
the  bus  to  go to  school  there  wi l l  be  a  f ie ld  tr ip 
or  event  where  a l l  of  the  s tudents  wi l l  take  a 
bus .  It  i s  a lways  important  to  fol low the  ru les 
on the  bus  and treat  ever yone with kindness  and 
respect .  The Bus  Depar tment  wants  to  thank ev-
er yone for  their  help,  and our  goal  i s  to  provide 
the  safest  mode of  transportat ion for  ever yone 
in  your  family.

If  you have  any quest ions  or  comments  please 
fee l  f ree  to  contact  Jon Stonier  or  Sam O’C onner 
at  the  Bus  Of f ice  at  582-6663. 

Bus safety: Every student plays a part in making each ride safe

Accreditation
C ontinue d from p age 31

The goal s  of  the  accreditation are  e f fec t iveness ,  improvement,  and public  assurance.
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March 24,  2010

Dear Parent ,  Guardian,  and Staff  Memb er :

This  year  our  focus  was  on upgrading our  g ym-
nasiums with new bleachers  at  the  High S chool 
and Middle  S chool .  The new design is  ADA 
compliant  and opens  with the  touch of  a  but-
ton.   This  makes  it  safer  to  open and close  for 
funct ions  and we only  need one individual  to  set 
them up.  The wide track power  system wi l l  open 
and close  the  bleachers  proper ly,  which wi l l 
prevent  damage to  column and deck supports . 
Please  remember to  s tay  of f  the  bleachers  when 
they are  c losed.  The bleachers  are  not  des igned 
to  handle  a  lot  of  weight  when closed and it  can 
damage the  columns and supports .

S everal  more  projec ts  were  completed at  each 
faci l i ty  to  help  the  s tudents  and teachers  learn 
in  a  c lean and safe  environment .  I  need to  thank 
my ent ire  s taf f  for  helping me monitor  the  con-
tractors  that  are  in  the  fac i l i t ies  and for  their 
hard work in  restor ing a l l  the  c lassrooms for  a 
new year.  I  am ver y  proud of  the  custodia l  s taf f 
and grateful  for  the  local  contractors  that  work 
with us  to  complete  a l l  of  our  major  projec ts 
in  only  two months .  We a lso  need to  thank a l l 
the  volunteers  and PTA/PTC groups  that  donate 
their  t ime to  help  us  throughout  the  year.   I  hope 
a l l  the  s tudents  and staf f  have  had a  wonderfu l 
school  year  and have  checked out  some of  the 
projec ts  that  completed last  summer.

Each year  it  i s  required that  I  inform ever y-
one on our  pol ic ies  for  handl ing Asbestos  and 
the  new Integrated Pest  Management  (IPM) pro-
gram.  B elow is  some information regarding each 
topic .  

Asbestos:  The current  operat ion and mainte-
nance plan is  maintained at  the  Super intendent’s 
Of f ice .  This  includes  a  s ix-month sur vei l lance 
program and a  three-year  AHERA inspect ion 
conducted by an independent  company as  out-
l ined in  the  s tate  regulat ions .  The fol lowing 
faci l i t ies  have  been ident i f ied as  having asbes-
tos  f loor  t i le ,  ce i l ing  t i le  or  both:  T.C.  Hamlin, 
Pitts ton C onsol idated and Gardiner  Area  High 
S chool .

Integrated Pest  Management:  The  object ive 
of  the  IPM program is  to  provide  ef fec t ive  pest 
control  whi le  minimizing pest ic ide  use.  Through 
maintenance and the  cleaning,  we wi l l  reduce or 
e l iminate  avai lable  food and water  sources  and 
hiding places  for  the  pests .  We wi l l  a lso  rout inely 
monitor  the  school  area  to  detect  pest  problems 
and prevent  the  pest  f rom becoming establ ished. 

Non-chemical  methods  wi l l  a lways  be  imple-

Asbestos, pest management and facility news from MSAD 11 Operations chief

mented f irst  when deal ing with pests .   However, 
pest ic ides  may be  necessar y  to  control  individu-
al  pest  problems.  When this  happens,  the  school 
wi l l  use  the  least  hazardous  ef fec t ive  pest ic ide 
feas ible .  Spraying of  exter iors  wi l l  only  be  used 
in  a  worse  case  s ituat ion and is  not  a l lowed at 
this  t ime.  The Director  of  Plant  Operat ions  i s 
the  only  individual  author ized to  a l low the  con-
tracted company to  spray for  pests .

Parents ,  legal  guardians  and school  s taf f  wi l l 
be  not i f ied of  speci f ic  pest ic ide  appl icat ions 
made at  the  school .   To receive  not i f icat ion,  you 
must  be  placed on the  regis tr y.  Not i f icat ion wi l l 
be  g iven at  least  f ive  days  before  planned pes-
t ic ide  appl icat ions .  Notices  wi l l  a l so  be  posted 
in  school  and on school  grounds.  If  you need a 
copy of  the  regis tr y  form please  ask  for  one at 
the  f ront  of f ice  at  your  school .  Please  remember 
we are  not  spraying for  pests  at  this  t ime and 
we would only  use  this  in  an extreme s ituat ion. 
Each school  i s  required to  maintain records  of 
monthly  inspect ion and information about  the 
pest ic ides  used. 

If  you have  any quest ions  about  asbestos  or 
the  IPM program,  please  fee l  f ree  to  ca l l  me at 
the  Super intendent’s  Of f ice  at  582-5346 ext .  220. 
Thank you for  taking t ime to  read over  this  in-
format ion and I  hope ever yone has  had a  great 
year.

Sincerely,

Jonathan M.  Stonier,  d irec tor  of  operat ions

2009 Art Teacher of the Year
C ontinue d from p age 2

Shal imar’s  work outs ide  of  c lass  i s  exemplar y. 
The Art  Club has  fundrais ing events ,  speakers , 
t r ips  to  ar t  museums,  and integrat ion of  v isual 
and per forming ar ts  within the  f ine  ar ts  depar t-
ment  by  involv ing s tudents  in  paint ing s tage 
backdrops  for  school  musicals .  The newest  proj-
ec t  i s  a  ser ies  of  murals  depic t ing the  di f ferent 
communit ies  that  make up the  school  dis tr ic t .

Within her  c lasses  she  l i f ts  s tudents’  se l f -ex-
pectat ions  and understanding of  ar t  through her 
teaching ta lent  and fur thers  their  commitment 
by  gett ing their  work displayed in  a  var iety  of 
venues  f rom Port land to  Bangor. 

She maintains  a  focus  on clear  communica-
t ion and understanding between people.  She 
faces  s tudents  direc t ly  in  deal ing with di f fer-
ences  of  opinion and takes  t ime to  s it  together 
and discuss  both good qual it ies  and opt ions  for 
improvement .
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Pittston C ons olidate d S cho ol  students  k now that  the  c a l l  of  the  C hick ade e means i t’s  t ime for 
the  C hick ade e B o ok Award program in the  spring.  Votes  from our s cho ol  are  s ent  to  the 
C hick ade e C ommitte e  to  b e  adde d to  the  over  12,000 votes  from other  e lementar y  s cho ols 
throug hout  Maine.  The w inning C hick ade e Award b o ok is  announce d in  Apri l .  For  more ab out 
the  C hick ade e B o ok Award program, pleas e  s e e  the  ar tic le  on p age 15.

“Chickadee, dee, dee. Chickadee, dee, dee.”


